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ANY will participate, this year, in 
the celebration of what they call 
“Christmas,” but only the true Christian 
can consistently celebrate the advent of 
Christ. There will be merchants selling 
merchandise and people exchanging 
gifts, who ignore or even repudiate the 
Son of God, whose incarnation Christ- 
mas commemorates. 


It must be said that the anti-Christs in 
control of Russia are at least consistent. 
In promoting atheism as their religion, 
they outlawed Christmas as an annual 
festival. 


THE WORD WAS MADE FLESH 


The birth of Christ at Bethlehem’s 
manger was not the beginning of His ex- 
istence. He is the eternal God and could 
therefore say: “Before Abraham was, 
I AM.” In Gethsemane, He could say: 
“Father, glorify thou me with thine own 
self with the glory which I had with thee 
BEFORE THE WORLD WAS.” 


The term “Word,” in John 1:1, refers 
to the pre-existence of Christ. “In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God.” 


The true Christmas message is con- 
centrated into one precious verse in the 
same chapter: “And the Word was 
made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and 
we beheld his glory, the glory as of the 
only begotten of the Father.) full of grace 
and truth.” 


The Son of God was active before He 
took upon Himself a body of flesh. He 
was present as a member of the Trinity 
in the creation of man. “Let US make 
man in OUR image, after OUR likeness.” 


“All things were made by him; and 
without him was not anything made that 
was made.” 


Our Lord and Saviour never had a 
beginning. He is “the high and lofty 
One that inhabiteth eternity.” How ut- 
terly asinine for puny men to raise bare 
arms and clenched fists in the Com- 
munist salute against Him! 


Being Creator through whom “all 
things were made,” is it any wonder 
that winds subsided when’ He spoke; 
that waves ceased their raging: that 
lepers were cleansed; that blind re- 





ceived sight; that life was restored to the 
deceased; that sinners were forgiven of 
their sins? 


The birth of the Christ was different 
from any other in history. He was born 
of His own will. 


His death was different from any other 
in history. He willingly laid down His 
life. It was not suicide. He chose to 
come into the world. He chose to live 
here for a time. He chose to die for 
our sins. He had power to come into 
the world, take upon Himself the form 
of a servant, live a sinless life, lay down 
His life and take it up again. 


He was God. He is God. He will 
forever be God. 


This is His testimony: “I am Alpha 
and Omega, the beginning and the end- 
ing, saith the Lord, which is, and which 
was, and which is to come, the Al- 
mighty.” “I am he that liveth, and was 
dead: and, behold, I am alive for ever- 
more, Amen; and have the keys of hell 
and of death.” j 


PROPHETS HERALD HIS COMING 


The birth, life, death and resurrection 
of Christ were prophesied in the Old 
Testament. The fulfillment of these pre- 
dictions are found in the four Gospels. 


According to Genesis 3:15 He was to 
be “The seed of the woman.” He was 
to be born of a virgin. 


This was confirmed by the prophet 
Isaiah: “Therefore the Lord himself shall 
give you a sign: Behold, a virgin shall 
conceive, and bear a son, and shall call 
his name Immanuel.” 











The New Testament record confirms 


_the accuracy of these and related 


prophecies made centuries prior to the 
supernatural visitation at Bethlehem. 


Let it be noted that there is no such 
thing as “the seed of the woman,” in 
the realm of biological science. It was a 
supernatural creation, a miraculous ac- 
complishment. Jeremiah knew _ this 
miracle would be performed for he 
wrote: “A woman shall compass a 
man.” This connects with Psalms 22:23, 
“A seed shall serve him.” 


In Galatians 4:4 we read: “But when 
the fulness of time was come, God sent 
forth his Son, made of a woman.” The 
Greek word translated “made” is the 
same as found in I Corinthians 15:45, 
“the first man Adam was MADE a liv- 
ing soul.” . 


God's creative power operated in 
bringing into existence the body of the 
first Adam. And the same creative 
power operated in bringing into exis- 
tence the body of the last Adam. He 
brews 10:5, “A BODY HAST THOU PRE- 
PARED ME.” 


We have therefore a Saviour with a 
“perfect,” and also a “sinless” human 
nature. 


“For such an high priest became us, 
who. is holy, harmless, undefiled, sepe- 
rate from sinners, and made higher than 
the heavens: who needed not daily, as 
those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, 
first for his own sins, and then for the 
people’s: for this he did once, when he 
offered up himself.” 


Bethlehem, His birthplace is enshrined 
upon the hearts of all Christians, be- 
cause it was announced in Old Testa- 
ment prophecy as the town chosen for 
this high and wonderful mission. The 
prophet Nahum wrote: “But thou Bethle- 
hem Ephratah, though thou be little 
among the thousands of Judah, yet out 
of thee shall he come forth unto me that 
is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings 
forth have been from of old, from ever- 
lasting.” 


ANGELS HERALD HIS COMING 
There were three annuncictions. 
Angels appeared to Zachariah, Mary 
and Joseph. 
—Turn To Page 23. 














. . . December 1945... 


THE DEFENDER MAGAZINE 





Entering The Atomic Age 


By Rev. Gerald B. Winrod, D.D. 





INCE time immemorial, man has 
sought to escape the limitations of 
the material world. His feet were on 
earth ... but he would climb to the stars, 
run with the wind, walk on the tops of 
mountains. He has dreamed, and 
imagined, and meditated upon the un- 
knowable. : 


Many centuries ago, alchemists 
worked hard, trying to find a means for 
changing baser metals into gold. They 
searched for the “philosopher's stone,” 
which was supposed to possess magic 
qualities to bring about such trans- 
formations. -[his magic stone was never 
found, but twentieth century physicists 
have developed scientific methods for 
accomplishing the same general ob- 
jective. 


By smashing the atom and harnessing 
the power of the infinitesimal electron, 
science has extended the range of hu- 
man intellect to proportions undreamed 
of in history. The soul of man is big 
and its potentialities tremendous. “I am 
fearfully and wonderfully made,” said 
an ancient scribe. 


Man has capacities for housing deity. 
He can, when properly adjusted to 
spiritual environment, think the thoughts 
of God and speak the prayer-language 
of the Infinite. All this is true because 
he was made primarily in the image of 
the Creator of the universe. This image 
became marred through sin. By na- 
ture, man is under the domination of 
Satan. But the lower kingdoms remain 
subservient to him. 


“What is man, that thou art mindful 
of him? and the son of man, that thou 
visiteth him? For thou hast made him 





a little lower than the angels, and hast 


_crowned him with glory and _ honor. 


Thou madest him to have dominion 
over the works of thy hands; thou hast 
put all things under his feet: All sheep 
and oxen, yea, and the beasts of the 
field; the fowl of the air, and the fish of 
the sea, and whatsoever passeth through 
the paths of the sea.” 


* * * 


T= catastrophic year 1945 witnessed 

the entrance of our humanity into 
a new age—a time about which philos- 
ophers have dreamed, scientists specu- 
lated and prophets preached. It is des- 
tined to be a tragic age in which men, 
motivated by wicked and destructive 
impulses, will compell nature to yield 
its secrets. We have crossed the thresh- 
old of the ELECTRONIC ERA. 


What is electronics? 


Electronics is the science of the elec- 
tron—a tiny, invisible particle of pure 
electricity, the foundation of all familiar 
matter. The rosebush in your front 
yard, the clay under your feet, the rail- 
road ticket on which you travel, the 
clothing that covers your body—every 
material substance is formed of an in- 
comprehensibly vast number of elec- 
trons, whirling around their nuclei. 


Technical labors in electronics did 
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not begin with the war that came to an 
abrupt end by the obliteration of two 
Oriental cities. The exertions go back 
at least a half century. From some 
source, and somehow, the conception of 
matter being composed of charges of 
electrical energy, entered the fertile 
brain of modern man. 


While engaged in making delicate ex- 
periments during the year 1896, Henri 
Becquerel discovered radioactivity—the 
spontaneous release of atomic energy © 
by certain heavy metals. Having left 
some photographic plates lying in a 
dark place near a few particles of 
uranium, he later found them to con- 
tain streaks of light. This accident led 
to the discovery of radium. Through the 
use of radium in treating disease, atomic 
energy was first captured and harnessed 
by man. 


Albert Einstein, whose mind is con- 
stantly bombarded by all sorts of ideas, 
advanced in 1905, the theory that MASS 
AND ENERGY ARE ONE AND THE 
SAME. The nucleus, or core of the 
atom, was visualized to be a parcel of 
highly concentrated energy. The term 
“splitting the atom,” means turning ma- 
terial substance back into the energy 
from which it emerged. This energy is 
fed to our planet through the Sun. It is 
the power that drives the universe. 


The truth proclaimed throughout 
Scripture has now been confirmed by 
science ... namely, that spiritual values 
transcend material values. The world 
of reality, is the spiritual world. The 
physical realm is the outer effect, of 
inner spiritual causes. 


“God is a spirit,” said our Lord to 
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the woman at the well. Being Spirit. 
He, the eternal Creator and great first 
Cause, sets in motion spiritual forces 
which produce their equivalents, by 
cooling processes, in the material world. 
Speaking through the lips of the prophet 
Isaiah, the infinite God said: “I am the 
first, and I am the last; and beside me 
there is no God.” 


“For the invisible things of him from 
the creation of the world are clearly 
seen, being understood by the things 
that are made.” 


“There is no power but of God: and 
the powers that be are ordained of God.” 


“Through faith we understand that the 
worlds were framed by the word of 
God, so that things which are seen were 
not made of things which do appear.” 


“He hath made the earth by his pow- 
er, he hath established the world by his 
wisdom, and hath stretched out the 
heavens by his discretion.” 


“Grace be unto you, and peace, from 
the Lord Jesus Christ . . . Who is the 
image of the invisible God, the first- 
born of every creature: For by him were 
all things created, VISIBLE AND IN- 
VISIBLE ... And he is before all things, 
and by him all things consist.” 


The Son of God is here presented as 
the eternal Word, speaking creation into 
existence. The correct rendering of 
“consist” in this passage, is “subsist” 
and means, “to bring into existence, to 
feed, maintain, support.” 


“In the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the Word 
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was God. The same was in the begin- 
ning with God. All things were made 
by him; and without him was not any 
thing made that was made.” 


* * * 


IHRISTIANITY and Pantheism go in 

opposite directions at this point. 

Both recognize the reality of the in- 
visible. 


The latter affirms that God is in the 
processes of nature, being constantly un- 
raveled and is therefore usable as one 
might employ a natural law or apply a 
mathematical calculation. It teaches 
that the universe in part, or whole, is 
God. According to this philosophy there 
is no God, except the combined laws 
and forces manifested in the existing 
universe. 


Christianity, on the contrary, presents 
God as a personal Father, transcendent 
and above all manifestations of His 
creative handiwork. The entire material 
world could be blotted out and nothing 
would be subtracted from His person- 
ality. 

The sequences of spiritual laws and 
forces proceeding from God and becom- 
ing manifest in nature, may be illus- 
trated by the relation of electrical energy 
to the operation of machinery in a fac- 
tory. 


Electricity causes the wheels to turn, 
but actually the electrical energy is not 
inherent in the machines. So also, God 
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is the constant Cause behind physical. 
laws, forces and substance, but they 
are no part of Him, neither do they al- 
ways do His will. The machine which. 
we identify as this planet, became badly 
damaged through the collapse of Luci- 
fer’s kingdom and the subsequent {fall 
of man in Eden. 


As electrical energy may be used in a 
factory to produce instruments of in- 
dustry and progress, or of war and de- 
struction ... so natural laws and forces 
may serve either good or evil purposes. 
God cannot be consistently blamed for 
suffering and evil arising from the mis- 
use of nature’s secrets. 


* * * 


T= destructive potentialities of the 

atomic bomb causes the average 
person to shudder. The annihilation of 
the human race at a single stroke... 
and the total obliteration of the planet, 
have become projected into human 
thinking as dire possibilities. 


Milton Burton, one of the scientists of 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee, who heiped pro- 
duce the missiles dropped on Japan, re- 
cently discussed this subject with a cer- 
tain United States Senator at Washing- 
ton. He unfolded the danger of setting 
off a “nitrogen chain of atoms” and said: 
“You realize Senator, if a sufficient num- 
ber of bombs were dropped, of sufficient 
size, they might set off the nitrogen chain 
and send the entire world up in flames. 
We would simply be another flaming 
star in the heavens, later a barren desert. 
People from other planets would look 
out and say, ‘Ah! a Nova’. A new star!” 


Mr. Burton was genuinely in earnest. 
He and other scientists say it is possible 
that atomic explosions of sufficient num- 
ber and potency, would ignite the nitro- 
gen in the atmosphere, set the heavens 
on fire and reduce the planet to a cin- 
der. They insist that other worlds are 
being constantly destroyed in this way. 


One day last month, 192 scientists 
connected with the California Institute 
of Technology, collaborated in the prepa- 
ration of a statement addressed to Presi- 
dent Truman and the Congress, which 
said in part: 


“We, the undersigned, address you in 
our capacity as private citizens con- 
cerned about the future of our country 
and of civilization itself if faced with 
another war. We believe that scientific 
facts cannot be kept secret for long, and 
that other nations will discover how to 
make atomic bombs within a few years. 
Unless that short time is used to estab- 
lish international control, an armament 
race may ensue with results even more 
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disastrous than they have been in the 
past.” 


According to the opinion of these 
scientists, the only hope of staving off 


celestial and terrestrial disaster, is in the | 


creation of a “A NEW WORLD ORDER.” 


Professor H. D. Smyth of Princeton 
‘University, director of the experiments 
‘that resulted in the release of atomic 
energy, says: 


“From the military point of view it is 
reasonably certain that there will be im- 
‘provements both in the processes of pro- 
ducing fissionable material and in its 
‘use. It is conceivable that totally dif- 
ferent methods may be discovered for 
converting matter into energy since it 
is to be remembered that the energy re- 
leased in uranium fission corresponds 
to the utilization of only about one-tenth 
of 1 per cent of its mass. Should a 
scheme be devised for converting to 
energy even as much as a few per cent 
of the matter of some common material, 
civilization would have the means to 
commit suicide at will.” 


Writing in the “Yale Institute of Na- 
tional Studies,” Richard Bernard Brodie 
says: “Scientific knowledge today em- 
braces no hint of a possibility of neutral- 
zing the atomic bomb; it does contain 
signposts pointing to the possible ex- 
ploitation of other and equally horren- 
‘dous means of destroying human life, 
such as radio-active gases.” 


Speaking on the floor of the United 
States Senate, November 23rd. Senator 
Hatch of New Mexico uttered these 
ominous words: 


“Do I speak as one who is disturbed? 
T am disturbed. Many thinking people 
entertain substantial fear as to the pres- 
ent and for the future. The debris and 
death at Hiroshimo and Nagasaki, the 
‘yawning cavern in New Mexico, with its 
‘once-steel tower completely vaporized, 
speak a universal language. It may be 
the language of doom. All people know 
what actually happened when our 
scientists, with others, crossed the 
BORDER OF THE UNKNOWN INTO 
THAT UNIVERSAL SPHERE NEVER BE- 
FORE ENTERED BY MORTAL MAN.” 


* * * 


OLOMON’S statement, “There is no 
new thing under the sun.” applies to 
atomic energy. 


In the undated past, prior ® the crea- 
tion of the Adamic race, Lucifer oc- 
cupied this planet and stood at the head 
of an organized kingdom of spirit be- 
ings. How long he remained in this 
unfallen state, as we compute time, is 





not recorded. Becoming a rebel against 
the government of God, his kingdom 
collapsed and he was transformed into 
Satan the adversary. 


Jude describes, as follows, the con- 
dition of those who followed Lucifer and 
fell with him in the great rebellion: 


“Rnd the angels which kept not their 
first estate, but left their own habitation, 
he hath reserved in everlasting chains 
under darkness unto the judgment of 
the great day.” 


Satan is the god of this world system. 
His realm of action is the planet on 
which we live. He will remain in this 
position until the return of Christ. He 
inspires men to deeds of evil and vio- 
lence. The time is coming when he will 
have unhindered sway... for during 
the end-time of this age, the saints will 
be taken out of the earth and the Holy 
Spirit removed. 


After His baptism, our Lord retired 
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alone because He knew an inevitable 
conflict with Satan was approaching. 
“And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost 
returned from Jordan, and was led by 
the Spirit into the wilderness.” 








Satan used various schemes and arts, 
successfully employed with others, on 
previous occasions. Failing to break 
down Christ's resistance, he finally took 
Him “up into an high mountain (and) 
shewed unto him all the kingdoms of the 
world in a moment of time.” 


“And the devil unto him, All this 
power will I give thee, for that is de- 
livered unto me: and to whomsoever I 
will I give it. If thou therefore wilt wor- 
ship me, all shall be thine.” 


Let it be noted .. . when Satan made 
the exalted claim that the “kingdoms of 
the world” belonged to him, JESUS DID 
NOT DISPUTE THE MATTER. He knew 
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that this angelic being owned the planet 
from “the beginning.” and remained the 
god of this world. So, He simply said: 
“Get thee behind me, Satan.” 








Ownership implies control of property. 
We now know that physical substance 
is composed of white-hot, electrical 
bubbles, or “building blocks.” When 
these atoms are split, the energy re- 
leased and harnessed .. . it produces a 
blinding flash of LIGHTNING. This is the 
testimony of eye-witnesses who saw the 
bombs dropped on the two Japanese 
cities. 


The tenth chapter of Luke’s Gospel 
contains the report of seventy disciples 
who returned to their Master “with joy” 
because (as they said): “Even the devils 
are subject to us through thy name.” 


Jesus replied succinctly: “I beheld 
Satan as LIGHTNING fall from heaven.” 
This seemingly casual remark carries 
with it a breadth of meaning, reaching 
back into the undefined eons of the past, 
when Lucifer fell and became Satan. 
The pre-existent Christ witnessed the 
tragic incident from the vantage point of 
eternity. “He saw the archangel fall. 
The disciples were elated because of 
their triumph over demons. Jesus re- 
garded that, as the proper time to speak 
of Lucifer’s downfall. 


The prophet Ezekiel, describing the 
Luciferian kingdom, referred to electrons 
as “stones of fire.” A more perfect de- 
scription of these infinitesimal parti- 
cles could not be conveyed in human 
language. They are, in the truest sense, 
stones of fire. Ezekiel explains how 
Satan was able to control, shape and 
fashion them as he desired. Electrical 
energy was plastic in his hands. 


“Every precious stone was thy cover- 
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ing, the sardius, topaz, and the diamond, 
the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the 
sapphire, the emerald, and the car- 
buncle, and gold: the workmanship of 
thy tabrets and of thy pipes was pre- 
pared in thee in the day that thou was 
created. Thou art the anointed cherub 
that covereth: and I have set thee so: 
thou wast upon the holy mountain of 
God: thou hast walked up and down in 
the midst of THE STONES OF FIRE.” 


Lucifer was able to produce the jewels 
and gems itemized in this passage be- 
cause of his ability to mould spirit 
energy about which science has learned 
so much the last few years. He con- 
trolled the “stones of fire,” or electrical 
units behind what later became mass 
and substance after his downfall. The 
collapse of his kingdom sealed the atom 
through chemicalization. When judg- 
ment was pronounced, he was “cast as 
profane,” from the midst of the “stones 
of fire’—according to Ezekiel 28:16. 


* * * 


ATAN’S most cunning strategy in our 
day is to cause intelligent people to 
doubt his existence. He has power to 
counterfeit his presence and manifest as 
an “angel of light... Some misguided 
victims regard it a mark of intelligence 
to say they do not believe such a being 
exists. Caricatures of Satan, depicting 
him as a creature with hoofs and horns, 
and carrying a pitchfork, have not 
helped clarify thinking on this sober 
subject. 


As the god of this world, he has power 
to impart to human beings an‘ under- 
standing of the mysteries of the “stones 
of fire.” He is impregnating the minds 
of men with this new knowledge for de- 
structive purposes, rather than ihe bet- 
terment of mankind. Only as the pro- 
phetical Scripiures are consulted. do we 
have an explanation for the changes 
now taking place ... and any degree 
of assurance as to the outcome. 


Satan’s character is delineated in 
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Scripture. His entire career is outlined 
—origin, nature, modes of operation, 
final doom and destiny. Our entrance 
into the Atomic Age indicates that we 
are approaching a time when the follow- 
ing prophetical passage will find appli- 
cation: “Woe to the inhabiters of the 
earth and of the sea! for the devil is 
come down unto you, having great 
wrath, because he knoweth that he hath 
but a short time.” 


There are many references to atomic 
energy in the Apocalypse, and Satan 
is associated with several of them. In 
the closing chapter of my book. “ANTI- 
CHRIST AND THE ATOMIC BOMB,” I 
seek to show how the Man of Sin will 
use this force to lash the nations in the 
coils of a military dictatorship. Revela- 
tion 13:4, asks: “Who is like unto the 
beast? Who is able to make war with 
him?” Revelation 13:13 explains the 
secret of his strength as the greatest war- 
lord of human history: “He maketh fire 
come down from heaven on the earth in 
the sight of men.” This book shows that 


the term “fire” in this verse, refers to - 


atomic power. 


Reverend Harvey H. Springer says: 
“The explosion over Japan was so great 
that oxygen was sucked out of the 
atmosphere and everything in the area 
was vaporized. In about one-twentieth 
millionth of a second, if you can con- 
ceive of that, the chain of fire burst forth 
from the bomb. The heat was so in- 
tense that the earth itself was burned to 
a jade green, AND A GLASS-LIKE SUB- 
STANCE COVERED THE LAND SUR- 
FACE.” 


A glass-lige substance! Fire burst 


forth! 


Now turn to Revelation 15:2, “And I 
saw as it were A SEA OF GLASS 
MINGLED WITH FIRE.” 


According to Revelation 20:10, the age 
will end with Satan and his two princi- 
pal emissaries of earth being “cast into 
the lake of fire.” 


* * * 
Atom energy will be used for help- 
ful, constructive purposes in the fu- 


ture—atfter the binding of Satan. Nature 
and human nature will feel its bene- 
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ficient touch during the Millennial Dis- 


pensation. The term “Millennium” is 
formed from two Latin words: “Mille,” 


meaning year. 


Poets, both sacred and profane, fired 
by prophecies anticipating a thousand 
years of peace, progress and prosper- 
ity, have blended their voices in sing- 
ing of a Golden Age to come. That 
there is to be a glorious Millennium, no 
one who believes the Bible denies. 
There is disagreement, however, as to 
its time and character. 


Believers were agreed for sixteen hun- 
dred years that the Millennial Age 
would begin with the Second Advent of 
Jesus Christ. The early church enter- 
tained no doubt concerning the matter. 
The teachings of the New Testament on 
the subject are unmistakably clear. Per- 
sons subscribing to this view are de- 
nominated Pre-Millennialists. 


Daniel Whitby, an English theologian, 
introduced what he called a “new hy- 
pothesis,” early in the eighteenth cen- 
tury. He and others proceeded to teach 
that a reign of universal righteousness 
would be brought about through the 
preaching of the Gospel and by the con- 
version of all nations to Christ ... that 
the last thousand years of earth’s ex- 
istence would be the Millennium ... at 
the close of which Christ would return 
to judge the quick and the dead ... and 
destroy the earth by fire. Persons sub- 
scribing to the view that the Second Ad- 
vent will occur at the close of the Mil- 
lennium are demoniated Post-Millennial- 
ists. 


Dr. J. R. Graves, writing on this sub- 
ject in the year 1883 said: “The appear- 
ance of Antichrist is confessedly Pre- 
Millennial, and he is to be destroyed by 
the brightness of the presence of Christ 
at His coming. There can be no Mil- 
lennium while Antichrist exists on this 
earth, for it is given unto him to ‘wear 
out the saints.’ This persecuting power 
is the same with that of the ‘little horn’ 
of Daniel 7:21-27. Antichrist is to be de- 
stroyed before the saints possess the 
kingdom, and they commence their 
reign with Christ at the commencement 
of the Millennium.” 


Luther said: “Some say that before the 
latter days, the whole world shall be- 
come Christians. This is a falsehood 
forged by Satan, that he might darken 
sound doctrine. Beware, therefore, of 
this delusion.” 


~ Melancton said: “The true Church will 
always suffer persecution from the 
wicked to the end of time, and in the 








Church itself the good and the evil will 
continue blended together.” 


Knox said: “This world’s universal 
reform never was, nor yet shall be, till 
that Righteous King and Judge appear 
for the restoration of all things.” 


Matthew Henry said: “As long as the 
world stands, there will be in it such a 
mixture as we now see. We long to see 
all wheat and no tares in God's field: 
but it will not be till the time of in- 
gathering, till the winnowing-day comes; 
both must grow together until the har- 
vest.” 


Whitefield said: “Christ’s Church, 
while in this world, will be a bush burn- 
ing with fiery trials and afflictions of 
various kinds.” 


The Confession of Augsburg, the 
foundation-symbol of Protestantism, con- 
demns, “Those Jewish notions, viz., that 
prior to the resurrection of the dead, the 
pious will engross the government of 
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the world, and the wicked be every- 
where exterminated.” 








Milton, the inspired hymn-writer, says 
in his famous “Paradise Lost”... 


“Truth shall retire 


Bestuck with slanderous darts, and 
works of faith 

Rarely be found: so shall the world 
go on, 


To good malignant, to bad men benign, 

Under her own weight groaning, till the 
day 

Appear, of reparation to the just, 

And vengeance to the wicked, at return 

Of Him—thy Saviour and thy Lord.” 


* * * 


d hoons nations will exhaust themselves 

in an inferno called Armageddon. 
Antichrist will reign supreme over an 
international government. Atomic 
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thing new in the history of Christian jour- 
nalism. 
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energy will be used for destructive pur- 
poses. The human family will pass 
through a time of anguish to which our 
Lord referred as follows: “For then shall 
by GREAT TRIBULATION, such as was 
not since the beginning of the world to 
this time, no, nor ever shall be. And ex- 
cept those days should be shortened, 
there should no flesh be saved: but for 
the elect’s sake those days shall be 
shortened.” 


In such an hour, Christ will return. He 
will appear in a chariot of light, the pro- 
phetical description of which causes one 
to think of the flame accompanying an 
explosion of atomic energy: “For as the 
lightning cometh out of the east, and 
shineth even unto the west: so shall the 
coming of the Son of man be.” 








The coronation of Christ is an- 
nounced in Revelation 11:15, “The king- 
doms of this world are become the king- 
doms of our Lord and his Christ; and he 
shall reign for ever and ever.” 


That He is now reigning spiritually in 
the hearts of His people, none will ques- 
tion. But it is clearly foretold that He 
will also reign, during the Millennial 
Age, as “King of kings and Lord of 
lords”"—even over those personally in- 
imical to Him. 


Atomic energy will then be put to a 
good purpose. Only by the use of this 
new power, could the physical changes 







ing story. 
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prophecied to take place during the 
Golden Age, be brought about. To il- 
lustrate: 


Isaiah 65:17-18 says: “Behold, I create 
new heavens and a new earth: and the 
former shall not be remembered, nor 
come into mind. But be ye glad and re- 
joice for ever in that which I create.” 
Now that the electrical composition of 
the heavens and the earth has been es- 
tablished, we can understand, in some 
measure, how their regeneration is pos- 
sible. 


The same prophet explains that the 
length of life will be extended during 
the Golden Age: “There shall be no 
more thence an infant of days, nor an 
old man that hath not filled his days: 
for the child shall die an hundred years 
old.” 


Ferocity in the animal kingdoms will 
disappear: “The wolf also shall dwell 
with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie 
down with the kid; and the calf and the 
young lion and the fatling together: and 
a little child shall lead them. And the 
cow and the bear shall feed; their young 
ones shall lie down together: and the 
lion shall eat straw like the ox. And 
the sucking child shall play on the hole 
of the asp, and the weaned child shall 
put his hand on the cockatrice’ den.” 


There will be a change in the relation 
to the earth to the Sun: “They shall not 
hunger nor thrist: neither shall the heat 
nor sun smite them.” 


. He knows 
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The soil will become more productive; — 


“The mountains and the hills shall 
break forth before you into singing, and 
all the trees of the field shall clap their 
hands. Instead of the thorn shall come 
up the fir tree, and instead of the brier 
shall come up the myrtle tree.” 


Desert areas will become fertile: “The 
wilderness and the solitary place shall 
be glad for them; and the desert shall 
rejoice, Gnd blossom as the rose. It 
shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice 
even with joy and singing.” 


The duration of the Millennium is 
fixed at one thousand years: “Blessed 
and holy is he that hath part in the 
first resurrection: on such the second 
death hath no power, but they shall be 
priests of God and of Christ, and shall 
reign with him a thousand years.” 


* * * 


UE to lack of space, this presenta- 

tion will have to be continued next 
month . .. when, God so willing, we 
shali discuss the CONFLAGRATION OF 
THE EARTH as prophecied in the third 
chapter of Second Peter and other pas- 
sages of Scripture: 


“The heavens shall pass away with a 
great noise, and:the elements shall melt 
with fervent heat... Seeing then that all 
these things shall be dissolved, what 
manner of persons ought ye to be in all 
holy conversation and godliness.” 


OTHERS 
iscniniteaicenabiaaaianmeitiagi 


Lord help me live from day to day, 
In such a self-forgetful way, 

That even when I kneel to pray, 
My prayer shall be for—Others. 





Help me in all the work I do, 
To ever be sincere and true, 

And know that all I’d do for you, 
Must needs be done for—Others. 


Let self be crucified and slain, 

And buried deep; and all in vain, 
My efforts be tp rise again, 

Unless to live for —Others. 


And when my work on earth is done, 
And my new work in Heaven’s begun. 

May I forget the crown I’ve won, 
While thinking still of—Others. 


Others—Lord yes—Others, 
Let this my motto be, 

Help me live for Others, 
That I may live like Thee. 





aS a a ee a a ae 


na © S&S fs fF ee 








cond 











A Ball Of Fire From Heaven 


Dr. Sam Swain... Akron, Ohio 





6¢A ND there appeared unto them 
cloven tongues like as of fire, and 
it sat upon each of them.” Acts 2:3. 


Every heaven-sent revival from Pente- 
cost, to the present hour, has been 
marked by some unusual event— 
baffling to the unbeliever, but edifying 
to the saint. 


The ministry of the Evangelist is 
unique. His calling is distinctive. Above 
all, this spiritual anointing must be un- 
mistakably in evidence when he stands 
before the people. It is his responsi- 
bility to plow the soul, probe the con- 
science, preach with unction, pronounce 
judgment and stir the community. His 
duties are different from the Pastor. 


The Evangelist is the “traveling sales- 
man,” while the Pastor is the “perma- 
nent store-keeper.” “And he gave some, 
apostles: and some, prophets; and some, 
EVANGELISTS; and some, pastors and 
teachers,” says the Apostle Paul. 


Pity the Evangelist whose work has 
deteriorated into mere “professionalism,” 
for he can only bring disgrace upon his 
office! Quite the opposite, he should be 
a Spirit-taught, Spirit-illuminated, Spirit- 
guided man with an ample supply of 
“dynamite” on hands, at all times, to 
be touched off in his travels: “But ye 
shall receive power (Greek word ‘duna- 
mis,’ meaning ‘dynamite’), after that the 
Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye 
shall be witnesses unto me.” 


Evidences of supernaturalism will ac- 
company such preaching. There is lit- 
tle danger, these days, of placing too 
much emphasis upon the supernatural. 
The danger is in placing the emphasis 
the other way and rejecting the miracu- 
lous element in faith and experience— 
thanks to the invasion of Modernism 
through the channels of the Federal 
Council of Churches, perverting the re- 
ligious life of America. 


In a recent conversation with the 
Editor of THE DEFENDER, I happened 
to relate a series of strange and thrill- 
ing incidents which occurred some years 
ago during the course of a revival that 
I was holding in West Virginia. He 
asked that I prepare the story in manu- 
script form for the Magazine. The events 
are as clear and vivid in my memory, 
as though they might have taken place 


only yesterday. Looking back upon 
them, they have often served to confirm 
my faith in the power of the super- 
natural, which accompanies true evan- 
gelistic preaching. 

* * * 


'HE experience took place at Jeffrey, 

West Virginia, situated on the Little 
Coal River. What we saw in that meet- 
ing was so unusual as to be almost past 
believing in any human sense of the 
word. We have hesitated to put the 
story in print, lest unbelievers and 
scoffers claim to find additional cause to 
ridicule what a Congressman from New 
York recently sneeringly called, “hell- 
fire preaching.” 


At the close of a revival campaign in 
a neighboring community, a Committee 
of men from Jeffrey called and asked 
us to come there. I have never before, 
or since, met with exactly such a dele- 
gation. They started out by explaining 
that each of them was a sinner, that 
none of them had any Church atffilia- 
tion. But, they explained thomselves to 
be family men and therefore alarmed 
about raising their children in a com- 





munity that was becoming more and 
more given over to godlessness. 


They said: “Preacher, we have a few 
Christian people over there. One of 
them is the ‘praying barber’ and he will 
help you.” I asked for more information 
about this one whom they called the 
“praying barber” and they replied: 
“Well, you see, he prays all the time. 
He calls on our sick, buries our dead, 
and you can depend on him to do all he 
can; we will pitch the tent and have 
everything ready.” 


Mrs. Swain and I talked it ever and 
decided if non-religious people were so 
much interested in having a revival, 
that surely we ought to be willing to 
help them. We regarded the invitation 
as being of God and accepted it as such. 


I told the Committee they could start 
preparations and to be watching for 
the tent. 


INTRODUCED TO THE “PRAYING 
BARBER” 


After a short rest between the two 
meetings. we arrived at the little coal 
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mining town of Jeffrey, situated twelve 
miles from Madison, the county seat, on 
the banks of Little Coal River. Our 
Committee of sinners greeted us joyful- 
ly and took us at once to see the tent. 
Truly, they had outdone themselves! 








It was one of the best arranged tents 
for a meeting that I have ever seen. Of 
course, I was thinking all the time about 
the “praying barber.” After I had ex- 
pressed approval for the location and 
position of the tent, they took me to see 
him. He was shaving a customer when 
we arrived. 


He expressed gratitude for our com- 
ing. He told me how badly the place 
needed a divine visitation. We ex- 
changed greetings and visited a little 
while. As I started to leave, he gripped 
my hand firmly, saying as he did so: 
“YOU PREACH AND I'LL PRAY.” 


The strangeness of the whole situa- 
tion filled me with a sense of awe. I 
had a feeling that God had called us 
there for a purpose. I firmly expected 
to see the Holy Spirit accomplish some- 
thing extraordinary in the days that 
were just ahead. 


MYSTERIOUS SOUNDS OUTSIDE 


The attendance did not have to be 
built up. The crowds were waiting. The 
tent was packed from the opening night. 
Sinners filled the seats. Sinners sat be- 
hind the pulpit where we would have 
ordinarily had a choir. Sinners stood 
around outside. The place was full of 
sinners. 





Here and there, scattered through the 
audience, I would observe a sprinkling 
of saints who had held the fort through 
the years. In my mind's eye, I can still 
see some of those sinner men—mem- 
bers of my Committee. How they did 
sing, some of them despite large cuds of 
tobacco in their mouths! 


People came from miles around. The 
whole countryside was stirred from the 
beginning. They came in automobiles, 
trucks, spring wagons, buggies, on 
horseback. Hundreds trudged across 
hills on foot. 


I was conscious of the Holy Spirit's 
presence in the preaching. He helped 
us rebuke sin and entreat the sinner. 
Many days went by, and though the 
members of my Committee were pres- 
ent every service, there had not been 
one public acceptance of Christ as 
Saviour. As far as definite conversions 
were concerned, everything seemed 
locked and this caused me grave con- 
cern. I was also disturbed over the fact 
that the “praying barber” had not at- 
tended a single meeting. To my in- 
quiries, the men would simply reply: 
“Oh, he’s around,” and that was all I 
could get out of them. 


On a certain night, while I was 
preaching I noted the sound of another 
voice cutting across my sentences and 
punctuating my utterances. I paused 
and publicly asked, “What is that 
noise?” 


A member of the Committee spoke up: 
“That's the barber. He’s down on the 
banks of the river, behind a sycamore 
log, praying. He does that every night.” 
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OUR FIRST CONVERT 


I cannot begin to describe my feel- 
ings upon gaining this bit of informa- 
tion. I continued the sermon with fresh 
zeal and new vigor. I was never con- 
scious of greater unction. 


When the invitation was given that 
night, a rather aged man stepped out of 
the crowd, came forward and knelt at 
the altar. He raised his voice and be- 
gan to pray most earnestly. He pleaded 
for mercy. Every breath he drew radi- 
ated sincerity. It was at once evident 
to me that somewhere in his back- 
ground, there had been wholesome 
Christian influences. This was indi- 
cated, for one thing, in the language he 
employed while praying. He used the 
proper terminology. 


Everybody in the community knew 
this man. His name was Elbert Garrett. 
After some minutes, he lifted his head 
from the altar and I saw the joy of 
heaven break across his countenance. 
Rising to his feet, grasping my hand, 
speaking between sobs, he said: “I 
would to God that my dear old father 
were here now. I am 68 years old; he 
is 92, and has prayed for me all these 
years.” 


He then proceeded to tell me more 
about his father, whom the people all 
called “Uncle Dyke Garrett”—an old- 
fashioned Gospel Preacher, living sev- 
eral miles away. I met this good man 
some days later and found him to be 
one of the most remarkable characters 
it has ever been my privilege to know. 


MEETING A PATRIARCH 


Uncle Dyke Garrett's life was so inter- 
woven with the events of this revival, 
one cannot escape the conviction that 
the Holy Spirit had been a long time 
preparing him to share in the outburst 
of supernaturalism, which we were 
destined to witness before it came to a 
close. He lived across the mountains 
from where the tent was pitched. 


I suggested to Elbert, that we leave im- 
mediately, the night of his conversion, 
but because of the distance he thought 
best to wait until the next day. 


As we made the trip, the new convert 
told me many things about the life of 
his father. Uncle Dyke had traveled 
these same mountains preaching the 
Gospel, under the most difficult circum- 
stances, until old age made it impos- 
sible for him to continue. He had built 
a little Church near his home where he 
continued to conduct services every Sun- 
day. (It was my pleasure to later hold 


—Turn To Page 12. 
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From Page 10. 








a week's revival in this little building 
and baptize twenty of the’ old man’s 
grandchildren.) He was truly a pioneer 
Preacher. 





I have no language to describe my 
first sight of this old prophet of God. Ap- 
proaching his home, which nestled in 
the valley at the foot of a great moun- 
tain overgrown with spruce and hem- 
lock, we plainly discerned his figure in 
a chair on the front porch. The first 
thing I noticed about him was his long 
flowing beard, as white as the driven 
snow, hanging well below the waistline. 


Seeing us, he rose to his feet. In his 
hand was a staff that extended above 
his head. I expected to see a person 
stooped and bent, but found myself face 
to face with a man as straight as a ram- 
rod. 


He hastened to greet us while we 
were getting out of the car. Throwing 
his arms around his son, he cried: “You 
don’t have to tell me, Elbert! God told 
me in the night, of your conversion, and 
I was waiting on the porch for you to 
come.” 


There were tears of joy and shouts of 
praise, as those two men stood locked in 
each other’s arms. I found myself 
standing nearby, weeping. 


UNCLE DYKE HELPS IN THE REVIVAL 


Finally, Elbert introduced me to his 
Father. I was taken into the house to 
meet Aunt Sally, his wife, who was 85 
years of age. Uncle Dyke remarked 
that he was still in love with her. He 
said if he lived a century and married 








twenty times, he would marry Sally 
every time! 


Soon, other sons and daughters, 
grandchildren and neighbors began to 
come in, to meet the Preacher who had 
led Elbert to Christ. My heart was 
overflowing with joy. 


We had already made plans to bap- 
tize this first convert on the following 
Sunday. I told Uncle Dyke and Aunt 
Sally about the all-day meeting which 
was being arranged and asked if they 
could attend. Uncle Dyke said he would 
be glad to come, if I would permit him 
to sing at the morning service. I felt if 
he was willing to make the effort, per- 
mission should be given. I had observed 
that he did not have a tooth in his head, 
and even the gums were badly 
shrunken. 


Early Sunday morning, a car called 
for the aged couple and brought them 
to Jeffrey in time for the first service of 
the day. Upon our arrival, about ten 
o’clock, the tent was well filled, with 
every imaginable kind of conveyance 
parked outside. As we escorted Uncle 
Dyke to the platform, the audience re- 
spectfully rose to greet the old prophet. 


When it came time for him to sing, I 
got the surprise of my life. His beard 
was blowing slightly in the gentle 
breeze, and opening his toothless mouth, 
he began to sing with a voice as clear 
as a bell and vigorous as youth! 
“There’s honey in the Rock my brother 
. - « There’s honey in the Rock for you 

. Leave your sins for the blood to 
cover ... There’s honey in the Rock for 
you.” 

There was not a dry eye in the tent 
when he had finished. Oh, how I 
preached that morning! I was con- 
scious of the unction which comes from 
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spiritual anointing, for the performance 
of a particular task. 


A basket dinner was served on the 
grounds. But litile food was eaten, so 
great was the spirit of conviction that 
hovered over everyone. We were all in 
a state of expectancy for the baptismal 
service which was approaching. 


At two o'clock we proceeded to the 
river's bank. By this time, a total of 
sixteen, including Elbert and his wife, 
had expressed desire to follow the Lord 
in baptism. The size of the crowd 
amazed us. There were between five 
and six thousand persons scattered 
along the river’s edge and the number 
increased as the events of the afternoon 
began to pile up. 


Walking up and down the bank, statf 
in hand, was the old patriarch—praising 
God and singing lustily, every step he 
took. 


I had previously requested Bill - 
Church, the “praying barber,” to assist 
me in the service. He grasped my hand 
as we ‘stepped into the baptismal waters ' 
and said: “My dear Brother: God’s Word 
says if two of you shall agree as touch- 
ing any one thing, the prayer shall be 
answered. Can you and I agree, that 
the Holy Spirit shall demonstrate His 
power and manifest His presence in an 
unusual way here today.” 


“Thank God, Brother Church,” I re- 
plied, “for a marvelous outpouring this 
very hour.” We sealed the covenant 
with a final, heart-searching prayer. 


Tracy Bowles, the blind musician be- 
gan playing on the accordion, “Shall we 
gather at the river.” The throng joined 
in singing. As the baptismal rites were 
administered to each candidate, great 
power and conviction swept visibly over 
the crowd. We finally came to the last 
two candidates, Uncle Dyke’s son and 
wife. 

Mrs. Garrett was a large lady. As 
they came into the water, Bill Church 
said: “Let’s work together, and both of 
us help in baptizing each of them.” I 
agreed to the arrangement. 











Time and again, I have lived over in 
memory, the events of the service from 
this point onward. I have tried to piece 
together every little detail—because, 
that afternoon, standing in the water, 
one of the strangest things of which I 
have ever heard or read, took place. I 
cannot doubt the incident, because I my- 
self experienced it. I saw the phenome- 
non with my own eyes; felt the inward 
sensation with my own feelings, and 
discussed the affair with others who 
saw, and felt, as I did! 


When I try to recount the awesome 
details, my mind turns instinctively to 
Matthew 3:16-17, “And Jesus, when he 
was baptized, went up straightway out 
of the water: and, lo, the heavens were 
opened unto hjm, and he saw the Spirit 
of God descending like a dove, and 
lighting upon him: And lo a voice from 
heaven, saying, This is my beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleased.” 


I shall never forget the atmosphere of 
solemnity that settled over the crowd as 
we began the words of the baptismal 
service for Elbert and his wife. At the 
moment in which we were ready to 
plunge them beneath the water, I lifted 
my eyes toward heaven. 


As I did so, I noticed a great ball of 
fire falling out of the sky. I followed it 
with the eye, as it fell upon the waters, 
possibly a hundred yards downstream. 
Then, swiftly, much swifter than telling, 
it moved up the river on the face of the 
waters and broke into a cascade of 
light over Bill Church, myself, and the 
two candidates. It is impossible to 
fully depict the scene that followed. 


MASS CONVERSIONS AT WATER'S 
EDGE 


I was overwhelmed, but not fright- 
ened. Peace, such as I cannot describe, 
flooded my soul. Uncle Dyke continued 
to walk and sing. 


I was calm, but all about me a storm 
had broken—a storm of penitence, weep- 
ing and praying. 


Like a flash, I saw a woman throw 
her lunch basket in one direction and an 
umbrella in another, and come wading 
into the water, praying, crying, entreat- 
ing us to baptize her. I saw one of the 
most wicked men in the entire surround- 
ing country, rush into the water, with his 
arms raised, asking God to have mercy 
on his soul. 


The scene on the river’s bank had 
been changed into a prayer meeting. 


‘ found pardon. 


People everywhere were kneeling, call- 
ing upon “God. The unusual had hap- 
pened. The supernatural operated in 
our midst. 


I baptized the wicked man. I bap- 
tized the woman who threw away her 
market-basket. By that time, we were 
surrounded by twenty-five or thirty per- 
sons testifying to sins forgiven, begging 
to be baptized. Mrs. Swain was leading 
a well-dressed woman toward us. In 
a little while, we needed assistance, so 
many had confessed their sins and 
We counted past two 
hundred and fifty, and then stopped 
counting. 








Only eternity will reveal how many 
were baptized. No one hesitated be- | 


cause of the particular kind of garments 
worn—patent leather shoes, silk dresses, 
broadcloth, it was all the same. 





Night came. Men drove their cars 
into positions so the headlights would 
focus on the water, and we continued 
the service. 


We shall never meet many of the peo- 
ple baptized on that occasion, until we 
get to Heaven. But some time ago, I 
was accosted on the streets of a south- 
ern city by a business man. He said: 
“You don't remember me, but if you are 
Mr. Swain, and I think you are, I want 
to take this opportunity of thanking you. 
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One Sunday, a number of years ago, 
travelling between Charleston and Beck- 
ley, West Virginia, I stopped my car on 
the banks of a river because I saw a 
large crowd assembled. It turned out 
to be a baptismal service. A strange 
thing happened, conviction seized me 
and God saved me, then and there. I 
walked into the water just as I was, and 
you baptized me. I got back in my car 
and went on my way. This is the first 
opportunity I have ever had to talk with 
you.” 








REMINISCENCES 


We were late getting back from the 
river to the tent for the evening service. 
The Holy Spirit was pleased to further 
honor the efforts of the day and under 
the impact of an inward compulsion, re- 
sulting from the experience of the after- 
noon, I spoke with exceptional liberty. 
There were many conversions. The re- 
vival went on for several weeks. We 
continued to witness supernatural mani- 
festations, but I shall relate just one. 


A member of the motorcycle State 
police attended the services. He was ob- 
viously a scoffer. Each night, about the 
middle of the sermon, he would pull 
away from the tent with the cutout wide 





open, to the annoyance and discom- 
fort of everyone. He did everything in 
his power to interfere with our preach- 
ing and the worship of the congrega- 
tion. 


On a particular night, when he re- 
peated his usual trick of riding away 
with the engine of the motorcycle pop- 
ping loud blasts, I paused and said (I 
have no way of accounting for the lan- 
guage used): “Oh God, pound some 
sense into the man’s head even if a 
mulc has to kick him to do it.” 


At the close of the service, two men 
told me that a few minutes after leav- 
ing the tent, the officer started to pass a 
team of mules on the highway. The ma- 
chine frightened them. One of the mules 
kicked him off the motorcycle and he 
sustained critical injuries. 


I never saw the man again and the 
event slipped my mind, until three years 
ago, holding a meeting in southern Ohio, 
a Preacher was introduced to me. He 
said: “I see you don’t remember me.” 
Then he explained he was the State 
policeman the mule had kicked, and 
that he was converted a short time later. 
He is now ar ordained Baptist. Minister 
and has been preaching for several’ 
years. 


Concerning the ball of fire which fell 








from the sky: I have never tried to ex- 
plain it, and shall not try to do so now. 
It occurred in broad daylight. I have 
related the incident exactly as it hap- 
pened. Had it not moved up the river 
and enveloped us in a blaze of glory, I 
might have thought it to be a meteor. 


One of the strange things, was that not 
every person present saw it. But those 
who did, and there was a large com- 
pany, saw it with perfect clearness. This 
was the beginning of a spiritual wave, 
in which more than three thousand 
Boone County citizens were converted. 


We were entertained in the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. Ballard. Among other 
characters whom we remember as be- 
ing especially helpful to us, was Uncle 
Tonk Hager. Uncle Dyke has gone to 
his reward. I received a letter this 
week from Elbert, in which he said: 


“T am now looking forward to my 
seventy-eighth milestone and earnestly 
keeping in the grace of my blessed 
Saviour. All things are mine, since I 
am His. I surely would go a long dis- 


tance to look into your eyes again and- 


grasp your hand; the hand, that by the 
help of a merciful God, tore the devil 
away from my benighted soul and 
pointed me straight toward the old 
rugged Cross and bid me hasten to it. 
I obeyed, Thank God.” 








Pastor Malof’s Visit To Count Tolstoy 





EVEREND Basil A. Malof was a young 
man in his late twenties—vigorous, 
dynamic and enthusiastic. 


Count Leo Tolstoy was an old man 
approaching eighty—ascetic, retrospec- 
tive and senile. 


Malof was a Preacher. Tolstoy was a 
Philosopher. They met on the estate 
of the latter in the province of Tula, cen- 
tral Russia. 


Malof came on a missionary mission. 
Tolstoy seemed glad to see him. 
* * * 


CCORDING to human standards of 
human greatness, Tolstoy was a 
great man. 


The question presents itself: Who is 
great, according to the human equa- 
tion? 


He is great who feeds other minds. 
He is great who inspires others to think 





for themselves. He is great who tells 
you the things you already know, but 
which you did not know until he told 
you. He is great who shocks you, ir- 
ritates you, affronts you, so that you are 
jostled out of your wonted ways, pulled 
out of your mental ruts, lifted out of the 
mire of the commonplace. 


One writer defines greatness this wey: 
“He is great to whom writers, poets, 
painters, philosophers, preachers and 
scientists go, each to fill his own little 
tin cup, dipper, calabash, vase, stein, 
pitcher, amphora, bucket, tub, barrel or 
cask. These men may hate him, re- 
fute him, despise him, reject him, insult 
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him, as they probably will if they are 
much indebted to him; yet if he stirs the 
molecules in their minds to a point 
where they create caloric, he has bene- 
fited them and therefore he is a great 


Appraised by these standards, Tol- 
stoy attained greatness. 


* But men do not like to be reminded too 
often of their shortcomings . . . and Tol- 
stoy had the philosopher’s habit of do- 
ing this very thing. So, he made severe 
critics and bitter enemies. 


A wise man of the East was once eat- 
ing his dinner of dried figs, and at the 
same time explaining to an admiring 
group the beauty and healthfulness of a 
fruit and vegetable diet. 


“Look at your figs through this,” said 
a scientist who was present, handing 
the man a microscope. The pundit took 
one look and saw that his precious figs 
were covered with crawling microbes. 


‘ 
ia ook Ue - 









x 2 geek of aed ae ae 


wae a ee ee A ne ee ee or ee 





Sera = 





He handed the microscope back and 
said: “Friend, keep your glass, the bugs 
no longer exist.” 


Men do like to look at their short- 
comings, but philosophers insist that 
they must... and so, Tolstoy got him- 
self into a peck of trouble! 


Like Socrates, he asked too many 
questions—for his own good. 


* * * 


tyes Leo (Lyov) Tolstoy was born 

September 9, 1828 and died Novem- 
ber 8, 1910. Although deeply religious 
by nature, he never succeeded, as far 
as known, in grasping the true content 
of Christianity. He never found the in- 
ward peace, contentment and soul rest 
for which his heart yearned. Which 
reminds one of the Apostle Paul’s state- 
ment to the effect that, “The world by 
wisdom knew not God.” 


The Tolstoys were = family of Rus- 
sian gentry dating back to the sixteenth 
century. Andreyevich Tolstoy was 
created a Count by Peter the Great. His 
descendant, Count Nicholas Ilyich, the 
novelist’s father, married Princess Marie 
Volkonsky, who brought him a sub- 


_ stantial fortune. They had five sons, of 


whom Leo was next to the youngest. 
He grew up in surroundings of wealth 
and pleasure during the latter part of 
the period of serfdom. 


In 1844, Tolstoy matriculated as a stu- 
dent of Kazan University, which was 
then the principal seat of learning east 
of Berlin. He worked little and early in 
life developed a synical attitude toward 
religion and government, and the hu- 
man race in general. He spent most of 
his time in society, Kazan being the so- 
cial center for the Russian gentry sec- 
ond only to old St. Petersburg. 


But his questioning mind was already 
asserting itself. During his Kazan days, 
he began assimilating the writings of 
various philosophers and became espe- 
cially intrigued with Rousseau. Ideas 
thus took form in his mind which con- 
tributed to moulding character and con- 
duct throughout the balance of his life- 
time. Rousseau’s theories became 
arsenic to his soul. The year 1847 
found him leaving the University and 
settling at Yasnaya Polyana, some dis- 
tance from Tula—where he was later to 
be accosted by the daring young Evan- 
gelist named Malof. 


* * * 


REACHING Yasnaya Polyana, Tolstoy 


settled down to farming, writing and 
looking after his serfs. His diary shows 
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that he soon entered upon a long period 
of self-study and self-criticism. Nothing 
in life satisfied him. He entertained a 
consciousness of perpetual restlessness. 
He seemed disgusted, discontented and 
dislocated. His soul called out for God 
but the Russian State Church, with its 
dead formality, cold ritualism and cor- 
rupt politics failed to satisfy his inward 
thirst. 

In 1851 he turned a new page. He 
went to the Caucasus and enlisted as a 
“Sunker,” or gentleman-volunteer in an 
artillery unit. His time was spent in the 
quiet garrison life of Cossack villages. 
Continuing with his writing, he created 
one of his best novels during this period, 
called “Childhood.” He was soon wield- 
ing great power through the pen. 
Russia was then in the act of giving to 
the world a new thinker whose influence 
would be international. 








Then he spent some time traveling 
abroad, and brought back nothing but 
disgust for the materialistic and pluto- 
cratic civilization of the West. He started 
a school for peasant children on new 
and original lines. At the same time, 
he began publishing a journal devoted 
to the advancement of his pedagogical 
ideas. But before long, gave up both 
lines of work, being on the brink of a 
great inner crisis. 


The crisis, however, did not mature 
until fifteen years later. It was post- 
poned by a marriage which started out 
happy and prosperous. His literary 
work continued to expand. He wrote 
about matters that puzzled him. Other 
people, puzzled by the same perplex- 
ing problems, read his answers with 
His writings became an 
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evolutionary process, reflecting the 
evolution of his own thought. 


Tolstoy realized large financial income 
from the sale of his books. His wife 
was devoted to him and became the 
mother of nine children. The inner con- 
flict was lulled for many years. 


* * * 


Asour 1876 he began to feel uneasy 

regarding the life of ease and con- 
ientment which he was living. He be- 
gan to dwell upon spiritual matters and 
things eternal. The thought of approach- 
ing death grew into an invincible ob- 
session. 


These broodings continued for many 
years, in fact down to the end of his 
earthly existence. During the interim, 
young Malof, back from Bible school in 
London, suddenly became a flaming 
evangel with a ministry that swept into 
a spiritual conflagration. Malof under- 
stood what was going on in Tolstoy’s 
mind for he read his books. 


The young Preacher knew that to 
straighten out the limbs of a gnarled oak 
was not an easy task, but he was will- 
ing to try. He was daily seeing human 
lives transformed by the power of the 
Gospel. Many a twisted Russian thorn- 
bush was being transformed into an up- 
right fir tree—as suggested by Isaiah’‘s 
prophecy. 


The matter of presenting the claims of 
the Gospel to the venerable and famous 
Russian thinker weighed heavily upon 
Malof’s heart. 


Tolstoy had never shown any interest 
in evangelical Christianity. But his 
wrath against the Church of his birth, 
the Greek Orthodox religion, was well 
known. He detested its intolerant tyran- 
ny and political ecclesiasticism. Malof, 
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more than any single individual, sym- 
bolized at that time, the true Gospel tes- 
timony. And he was just getting a foot- 
hold. Russia was passing through a 
transitional period, which included the 
expansion of religious liberty, made pos- 
sible by official action on the part of the 
Czar. 

In March 1901 the Synod of the State 
Church excommunicated Tolstoy—an act 
which merely registered a fact he him- 


self had proclaimed thirty years earlier. 


by the announcement that Church going 
in Russia was a sham. Many of his fol- 
lowers were imprisoned and banished 
to Siberia following his excommunica- 
tion. 

Malof found the Count living a simple 
life, like a hermit, on his Yasnaya 
Polyana estate. 


By this time, Tolstoy's wife and all his 
children (except the youngest daughter, 
Alexandra) had become bitterly hostile 
toward him. Countess Tolstoy would 
not hear to him renouncing worldly 
things and entering upon an existence 
of retirement and self-abnegation. So 
he made over all the family property to 
her, including the copyrights of his 
books. 


The paradoxical situation arose of the 
exponent of poverty and abstention con- 
tinuing to live in affluence, surrounded 
by a family who disapproved of his 
views, but adored him. The tension be- 
tween him and his wife was increased 
by the death of their sixth son, at the 
age of seven. She grew increasingly 
hysterical, embittered and tactless. 


Life at Yasnaya Polyana became more 
and more miserable. Tolstoy suffered 
deeply from the incongruity of his do- 
mestic position. He yearned to re- 
nounce it all—and go out penniless, to 
live the life of a “pilgrim” or vagabond. 


And this he finally did!’ 
* * * 


IANT forest trees overhung the neg- 
lected carriage-way/leading to the 
Count’s estate. This road, Malof took 
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and on arriving, presented his visiting 
card. The host came out dressed, as 
was his custom, in simple peasant’s 
garb and long boots. 


All Russia, and indeed the whole 
world, is familiar with Tolstoy's broad 
rugged face, so expressive of tremen- 
dous strength of character, his thick 
bushy eyebrows protecting small, gray. 
deep set eyes, and his flowing gray 
beard and thin wavy locks. He wore 
the well-known moujik’s loose, coarse, 
gray tunic falling to his knees and 
gathered around the waist by a leath- 
er belt. 


His strong high-legged boots were 
his own workmanship, for one of the 
foremost articles in his philosophy was: 
“Get others to work for you as little 
as possible, and do all that you can for 
others. Do not profit by the drudgery 
of the poor and ignorant, but use your 
own muscles. Rather help the needy 
than to exploit them. Rely upon honest 
toil, and begin by endeavoring to min- 
ister to your own wants.” 


When truth dawned upon Tolstoy, he 
would forthwith begin to practice it. 


“Good Morning.” cheerfully, he greet- 
ed the Pastor. “Let us go for a walk in 
my park.” Thus the aged novelist, and 
the young Evangelist tramped side by 
side under the shadows of the agelong 
trees in the somewhat neglected park. 


Pastor Malof had just returned from a 
missionary meeting in the Caucasus 
where he had been preaching the Gos- 
pel to the Don Cossacks. During their 
walk they encountered several of the 
long-haired mendicant pilgrims in dirty 
rags, so common along the highways. 
These, bowing low, asked Tolstoy for 
alms. “I am sorry I have nothing for 
you. I have already given all I can 
this morning.” the Count sympathetical- 
ly replied. “Our wants are but few, ‘bat- 
jushka’ (little father),” the pilgrims meek- 
ly replied as they turned to go their 
way. 


The Count lingered in the roadway 
intently observing the retreating pil- 
gtims. Pastor Malof stood silently by, 
watching his eager face. Presently the 
Count muttered to himself, “I cannot let 
them go unaided.” He searched once 
more in his pockets and at last brought 
cut a few coins. “Come here, brothers, 
I have something for you.” 


As the grateful pilgrims were on their 
Way once more, he looked after them 
admiringly, almost affectionately, and 
turning to the Pastor said: “If I were 
younger I would live a pilgrim’s life 
myself. To my mind it attains the high- 





est ideal. Jesus was a stranger and 
pilgrim. To that life He called His 
disciples.” 

This led the conversation into the 
field of personal religion. Under the in- 
fluence of his “beloved Rousseau” and 
other equally vicious writers, Tolstoy 
had come to reject the Inspiration of the 
Scriptures, the Atonement of Christ and 
all other definitely evangelical Chris- 
tian doctrines. When the Preacher re- 
ferred to the New Testament, the Philos- 
opher replied: “My New Testament is 
much shorter than yours. I reject a 
great deal of that which you accept.” In 
fact, he had compiled a New Testament 
of his own, cutting out all the miracles 
and the story of Christ’s resurrection. 


* * * 
“RY what authority?” demanded Pas- 
tor Malof. 


“Kh!” replied Tolstoy, “by the author- 


ity of my own reason.” 


“That cuthority may satisfy you but 
ii may not be satisfactory to others. 
Faith transcends reason. If a small child 
rejected all that he cannot understand 
about his father’s work, and his mother’s 
cooking, he would very soon starve. 
What parts of the New Testament do 
you reject?” 
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“All the miracle stories, for example. 
I do not believe in the resurrection of 
Christ. Why should I? There is no need 
for it. He sealed His life’s work by the 
tragedy of the Cross.” 








“The spiritual things,” interposed 
Malof, “have their unmistakable count- 
erpart in nature. By rejection of the 
resurrection one gives up in the natural 
world springtime and harvest, and casts 
his wheat and rye in the ground to die, 
with no hope of new life. Such a belief 
is founded not on reason but rather 
contrary to all reason and natural law.” 
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._ “If anyone would tell me,” the Count 

rejoined, “that Christ is risen and is 
walking yonder in my garden, I would 
not care to go and look at Him.” 








“But what about Paul, the greatest of 
all apostles, who so strongly asserts the 
resurrection of Christ?” 


Rather impatiently the Count ex- 
claimed: “Do not quote Paul to me. I 
have no use for him. Does he not com- 
mand you to be obedient to govern- 
ments? Paul has been the suré prop of 
every atrocious tyranny that has mas- 
queraded under the guise of authority.” 


This remark sounded like it might 
have been taken verbatim from Rous- 
seau.. When philosophers start tinker- 
ing with governmental machinery, 
trouble usually ensues. Frederick the 
Great once said: “If I had a province 
to punish, I would give it to a philos- 
opher to govern.” 


Tolstoy's attitude, assimilated by read- 
ing Rousseau, toward religion was help- 
ing in a measure to prepare the way for 
the caming of the international, atheistic 
Bolsheviks who were then preparing to 
reduce Russia to a shambles. The lead- 
ers of the French Revolution had been 
earlier indebted to the same wicked 
Rousseau. Marat, Mirabeau and Robes- 
pierre got their arguments from that 
source. Napoleon Bonaparte said: “Had 
there been no Rousseau, there would 
have been no Revolution.” 


Modernism is to Christianity ... what 
Communism is to politics. Both breed 
anarchy and choas. 


* * * 


Preacher and the Philosopher 
continued to walk—and talk. 


Malof finally came straight to the 
point, with this question: “Having for 
many years advocated your views on 
religion, God and man: Do they con- 
tent you? Do they prepare you for 
death and eternity?” 


The Count quietly replied: “They con- 
tent me now. What may be afterward 
I do not know.” 


The Pastor continued: “Even those 
parts of the Bible which you do not re- 
ject speak of a judgment to come.” 


“T know, I know.” 


“Bnd of a Saviour of sinners who, 
through His death, prepares them to 
face judgment.” 


“I adhere to truth, as it appears to me, 











He tasted death for every man, 

Even for me. 

Accomplished God’s own saving 
plan 

On Calvary. 

The bitter crown of thorns He wore, 

7 The cruel nails His body tore, 

The penalty for sin He bore 

Even for me. 


He rose triumphant from the grave, 
: Even for me. 

All power is His who lives to save 
Eternally. 

‘ He conquered our last enemy, 


4 


A Poem For Your Scrapbook 


Even For Me 











Dispelled the gloom and set us 
free, 

Brought life and Immortality, 

Even for me. 


He ever lives to intercede 

Even for me. 

In love and pity He doth plead 

Unceasingly. 

I rest my plea on Him alone 

Whose blood did once for sin 
atone, 

And now it pleads for all His own, 

Even for me. 


—Anna M. Hoff. 
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and am doing my best to be loyal to 
that truth,” answered the Count. 


Catching hold of the word Truth, Pas- 
tor Malof turned earnestly toward his 
partner, saying: “Count Tolstoy, if you 
believe that you have discovered the 
absolute Truth, why don’t you send out 
apostles and disciples as Jesus Christ 
did in His time, so that your disciples 
might proclaim this Truth to all man- 
kind?” This, the Pastor said, with a view 
of drawing out his partner to confess the 
great difference between him and Christ, 
Who alone was the absolute and only 
Truth. 


God’s Spirit seemed to have been 
back of this pointed question, and it 
seemed to pierce asunder Tolstoy's soul 
and spirit. Suddenly he stopped his 
walking, and standing under the 
branches of a huge tree remained silent 
and pensive for a moment. Looking at 
the Pastor with his penetrating, grey, 
mystical eyes, in his deep, bass voice, 
as if speaking to himself, he solemnly 
said: “YA YESH-CHO ISH-CHU!” (I 
still seek). 


This confession was followed by a 
torrent of words fiom the soul and lips 
of the Evangelist. 


“Count Leo, you are still seeking! 
Good, wonderful, indeed, continue to 
seek with an open mind and heart, and 
surely you will find. I can testify to you 
that I have found the pearl of great price. 
I have found the Son of God, and He is 
the way, the Truth and the life. You too, 
many find Him precious to your soul.” 





Here was the greatest ethical teacher 
in Russia, its most famous writer, at 
whose feet people by millions were sit- 
ting to learn the deepest truths. But 
when his own heart was probed, he 
acknowledged himself to be nothing but 
a learner, a seeker, one who had not 
yet found. 


* * * 


LSTOY failed in the solution of his 

own problems of soul, because in 
his philosophy, he excommunicated 
Christ as the Redeemer from misery and 
sin. Had he known the Lord Jesus 
Christ, he perhaps would have become 
one of the greatest saints of all times. 
There is one thing, however, which 
caused the Pastor to wonder whether 
after all the aged Count did not at last 
reconsider his attitude toward the Lord 
Jesus Christ and the Gospel. 


Two years later, Malof happened to 
be again in the vicinity of Tolstoy's 
estate. He did not intend this time to 
visit the Count for he had come to see 
the converted Russian noble lady, 
Madame Tschertkoff, who before her 
marriage was the Countess Chernicheff- 
Krouglikoffi. She was a friend of the 
Empress, but that had not prevented her 
from accepting the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Her son, however, who was a former 
officer of the Imperial Guards, had be- 
come the closest personal friend and 
most ardent disciple of Tolstoy. He lived 
in a house about seven miles from the 
Count. Madame Tscherikoff, who was 
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FEAT 


‘Tlo One Cares for Their Souls” 


The Church life of Europe is paralyzed. Atheism 
is sweeping the continent. Where the red flag of 
Bolshevism flies, Christians are hounded, tortured, 
persecuted, exiled, murdered. The plight of be- 
lievers abroad surpasses what Christians endured 
in the old Roman Empire under the reign of blood- 


thirsty Nero. 








From various countries in Europe, urgent ap- 
peals are pouring into the Washington offices of 
the Russian Bible Society. These pleas come from 
Pastors, Missionaries and Evangelists who are 
now refugees. Most of the writers are personally 
known to Pastor Malof. Some have been students 
under him in years gone by, or co-workers on the 


true. 





how long!” 


Russian Mission Field. Every word they write is 
Their pens are dipped into bleeding hearts. 
WE MUST HELP THEM. They are calling to us 
pitifully from prison camps, refugee camps and 
places of exile. Hear their cry, “How long, O Lord, 





The above quotation, 
“No One Cares For Their 
Souls,” is taken from a 
heart-rending letter, sent 
to Pastor Malof by a ref- 
ugee Preacher in eastern 
Europe. This sad-hearted 
man, formerly Pastor of 





PASTOR one of the largest Gos- 
MALOF pel Churches in Latvia, 
wrote: 


“Since September 1944 we all, four 
children, wife and I, live as war ref- 
ugees. All we had is swept away. My 
compatriots here are spiritually in a 
lamentable state. No one cares for their 
souls: They have been stripped of 
raiment, wounded, and now left to die. 
I am looking for the Good Samaritan, 
who will have compassion on them, 
bind up their wounds and care for 
them. 


“The first need is to give them the 
New Testament, printed in their own 
language. I ask you to help me with 
funds. Send your help soon, for we 
are perishing. Could you undertake 
my personal support? The need is 
great. The cities, villages, and farms 
of my country, lie in ashes.” 


The Russian Bible Society respond- 
ed at once to this appeal, and sent by 
cable a sum of money, the first for 
this good man’s personal support. Ac- 
knowledging receipt of the money, he 
wrote air mail as follows: 


“Your cablegram has reached me 
and from my whole heart, I thank God 
for its contents. Having known for so 
many years, your unquenchable Mis- 
sionary spirit and eagerness to spread 
the Scriptures, I wrote you and the 
quick answer encourages me to press 
forward through suffering. You are 
still the same old Pastor Malof we all 
have known in Russia and Eastern 
Europe, before the war. May God 
grant you power and endurance.” 


An earnest Finnish Evangelist 
writes: “I have been in concentration 
camps five years, then in exile another 
five years. Here in Sweden, are thou- 

ands of Finnish refugees. I would 
ike to work among them, but have no 
means. Please help me for the sake 
of God’s work.” 


Another refugee Pastor writes: “It 
is impossible to describe what we had 
to endure since 1939. Our sufferings 
are sometimes beyond description. We 


feel exhausted, as if we can stand no 
more.” 


A Missionary from Eastern Europe 
writes: “We finally had to flee. The 
thunder of guns was terrifying in 
Riga. The city of Jelgava (Mitau) was 
completely destroyed. I personally 
saw its destruction from a distance. 
The sight was like the one described in 
the Bible in connection with the de- 
struction of Sodom and Gomorrah. In 
their terror, people are calling upon 
God. We were able by God’s help to 
cross the Baltic Sea, to Gotland Island, 
i fisherman’s boat.” 





An Italian Evan- 
gelical Pastor writes 
us from Italy: “I 
want to tell you about 
a Russian refugee be- 
liever, Brother Con- 
Stantine, who was car- 
ried away to do forced 
labor in Germany 
and later in Italy. He 
fled to the mountains 
and was hidden eight 
months. He is de- 
‘ prived of any means 
of existence. Therefore, I beg you to send him 
financial help so he can live and work for 
Christ. He has desire to come to America to 
attend Bible School and prepare to be a Mis- 
sionary and some day come back to his own 
people. 
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> Christmas is at the door. 
Let everyone respond to this 
appeal in the true Christmas 
spirit. Pray, Defender Read- 
er, Pray. Send Check. Money 
Order or Currency. Enclose 
an extra $1.00 for Pastor 
Malof’s book, “Sentenced to 
Siberia.” 
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staying with him at this time, had invited 
the Pastor to visit her and conduct some 
Bible readings, to which invitation he 
had responded, taking with him Dr. Mc- 
Caig of London. 








While sitting on the porch one morn- 
ing, engaged in giving a Bible reading 
to a few friends, Pastor Malof noticed 
that a carriage drawn by two fine 
horses stopped in front, and from this 
carriage to the surprise of everyone, 
stepped the Countess Sophie Tolstoy, 
wife of Count Leo. Coming straight up 
the steps, after exchanging greetings, 
she enquired for Pastor Malof and said 
she had a personal message from her 
husband. 


Greatly surprised, the Pastor stepped 
forwcrd and bowed. He was informed 
that her husband had sent to ask the 
Pasior to pay another visit to him that 
day. Malof was inclined to do so. But 





after consideration, was dissuaded by 
some of the folks in the house, chiefly 
because Dr. McCaig had to catch a train 
for London, and there would not have 
been time to go both places. 


This has always been one of the 
greaiest regrets of Pastor Malof's life, 
as he himself has so stated on several 
eccasions, for on arriving in St. Peters- 
burg he received a letter saying that 
Count Tolstoy had anxiously awaited 
him the whole afternoon. There must 
have been something very important for 
him to have sent his wife with such a 
request. Most likely he had remem- 
bered the conversation of the first visit 
and probably wanted further testimony 
from the lips of Christ's servant. 


“2  * 
\ HAT must have burdened the great 
Russian mind was suggested five 
weeks later, by the tragic news carried 


in newspapers throughout the world— 
that very early the morning of October 














28, 1910, when it was still dark, Tolstoy 
and his daughter Alexandra secretly left 
home on a pilgrimage, and they ex- 
pected never to return. 


Disappointed in soul, still searching 
for the Truth, he went as a lonely pil- 
grim from place to place. 


One day, he became seriously indis- 
posed, while traveling in the cheapest, 
stuffy, third-class compartment of a 
railway ccrriage. 


The indisposition developed to such 
a degree that he could not continue the 
journey. He was taken from the train at 
a village called Astapevo, where he 
died a few days later—November 8, 
1910 in the home of the station master. 


Pastor Malof says: “What happened 
in that small room remains a secret be- - 
tween him, and God. But I have al- 
ways had a feeling that somehow, in 
those days, he may have given up his 
futile ideas and found Him, Who is the 
resurection and the life.” 











Nuggets For December 





VERYWHERE, everywhere, Christ- 
mas tonight! 


Christmas in lands of the fir-tree and 


pine, 

Christmas in lands of the palm-tree and 
vine, E 

Christmas where snow peaks stand 


solemn and white, 

Christmas where cornfields stand sunny 
and bright. 

Christmas where children are hopeful 
and gay, : 

Christmas where old men are patient 
and gray, 

Christmas where peace, like a dove in his 
flight; 

Everywhere, everywhere, Christmas to- 
night! 

For the Christ-child who comes is the 
Master of all; 

No palace too great, no cottage too 

small. 

—Phillios Brooks. 





If the world is ever to again get on its 
feet the Church will have to again get on 
its knees. 


By preaching, some men can move 
multitudes. By prayer, any believer can 


move God. If you do not have time to 
pray, you will lose time in everything 
else. 


A philosopher once said to Talleyrand: 
“TI have evolved a new religion, and all I 
need is to get it started.” Talleyrand re- 
plied: “Just get yourself crucified and 
rise again the third day, and it will 
start.” 





We are going to accept the golden 
rule, and we are going forward to meet 
our destiny, which I think Almighty God 
intended us to have—and we are going 
to be the leaders. 

—President Truman. 





He dropped a quarter in the plate, 
Then meekly raised his eyes; 

Glad that his weekly rent was paid 
To mansions in the skies. 





If you attend a baseball game, shout 
louder than others, you become an A 
Number One Fan. If at a Gospel service 
you utter a fervent Amen, you are re- 
garded off in the attic and called a 
FAN.-atic. 


—Blomgren. 





If I fail to spend two hours in prayer 
each morning, the devil gets the victory 
through the day. 

—Martin Luther. 
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Christ deserves your best, which is 
yourself, 





Reputation is desirable. Character is 
indispensable. 





If we work on marble, it will perish. If 
we work on brass, time will efface it. If 
we rear temples, they will crumble into 
dust. But if we work on immortal minds; 
if we imbue them with principles, with 
the just fear of God and love of our fel- 
low men, we engrave on those tablets 
something which will brighten all 
eternity. 

—Daniel Webster. 





If. there be one thing upon earth that 
mankind love and admire better than 
another, it is a brave man—a man who 
dares look the devil in the face and tell 
him he is the devil. 

—James A. Garfield. 





Talk about questions of the day! There 
is but one question and that is the Gos- 
pel; it can and will correct everything 
that needs correction. My only hope for 
the world is in bringing the human mind 
into contact with the Divine Revelation. 

—Gladstone. 





Christianity can live without democ- 
racy, but democracy cannot live with- 
out Christianity. 





Wake up, sing up, preach up, pray up, 
pay up, stay up, and never give up, or 
let up, or back up, or shut up, until the 





Cause of Christ in the Church and the 
world is huilt up. 


We have all too many in this Country 
who would like to see us enslaved to 
Communism. Such slavery would be 
worse than instantaneous disintegration 
by the atom bomb. 

—Congressman Woodruff. 





It is my hope that the “pinks” and 
the Reds, the internationalists, who have 
had altogether too much to say about 
the policy of our Country, will now be 
thrown out of the Federal Government, 
and those who believe in our Country, in 
our form of government, permitted to 
direct and guide her destiny. 

—Congressman Hoffman. 





When the wraps of propaganda are 
taken from the four freedoms, we shall 
find the Four Horsemen of the Apoc- 
alypse charging down the corridors of 
time. 

—Senator Shipstead. 





The “peace” about which our. self- 
styled international authorities are 
shouting from the house tops is merely 
the extension of brutal war technique to 
thousands of helpless and innocent men, 
women and children. 

—Senator Shipstead. 





I believe in harmonious environment. 
If you want to tell a dirty story, crawl 
into a sewer where the surroundings will 
be in perfect harmony. 

—Merrill H Eve. 
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An evil thought passes thy door first 
as a stranger. Then it enters as a guest. 
Then it installs itself as a master, 

—Saint Augustine. 


“IT am not much of a ‘mathematician,’ ” 
said the cigarette, “but I can ADD to a 
man’s nervous trouble, I can SUBTRACT 
from his physical energy, I can MULTI- 
PLY his aches and pains, I can DIVIDE 
his mental powers, I take INTEREST 
from his work, and DISCOUNT his 
chances for success.” 





Through gloom and shadow look we out 
beyond the years; 

The soul would have no rainbow, had the 
eyes no tears. 


The serene, silent beauty of a holy life 
is the most powerful influence in the 
world, next to the might of the Spirit 
of God. 

—Spurgeon. 
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No fountain is so small but that 
heaven may be imaged in its bosom. 
—Hawthorne. 





Still, as of old, man by himself is priced. 
For thirty pieces Judas sold himself, not 
Christ. 





A Christian should be like a good 
watch—open faced, busy hands, pure 
gold; well regulated, full of good works. 





Once there was a Christian, 

He had a pious look, 

His consecration was complete, 
Except his pocketbook. 

He’d put a nickel in the plate, 

And then with might and main 
He’d sing, “When we asunder part 
It gives us inward pain.” 





I prayed for faith and thought it 
would strike me like lightning. But faith 
did not come. One day I read, “Now 
faith comes by hearing, and hearing by 
the Word of God.” I had closed my Bible 
and prayed for faith. I now began to 
study my Bible and faith has been grow- 
ing ever since. 

—Moody. 





Better do, than dream. Better be, than 
seen. Buy not silk, when you owe for 
milk. 

—Spurgeon. 





I had rather believe all the fables in 
the Legend, and the Talmud, and the A]- 
coran, than that this universal frame is 
without a mind. 

—Francis Bacon. 





There is no hope for the satisfied man. 





I attribute my success to a big chest, 
a big mouth, 90 per cent memory, 10 
per cent intelligence, lots of hard work 
and something in the heart. 
—Caruso. 


Last words of some great Christians: 


“Many things are growing plain to 
me now.” (Schiller). “I am sweeping 
through the gates.” (Cookman). “The 
best of all is, God is with us.” (John 
Wesley}. “I still live!” (Webster). 
“Open the door and let in some of that 
music.” (Behmen). “I have been per- 
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peenee the month of October, I held a week of meetings 
i in the Central Baptist Church ...- Little Rock, Arkansas — 
of which Rev. M. L. Moser is the Pastor. One evening, sitting 
in the pulpit while the song service was in progress, he re- 


“Our Church endorses only the Kirkbride Chain-Reference 
Bible. At least 150 families of the congregation use this Bible 


Then I understood why I was preaching to some of the most 
deeply spiritual and Scripturally-enlightened audiences it has 
been my pleasure to address in 26 years of travel. 
has a congregation of real Bible students. 

To his testimony regarding the value of the Kirkbride 
Bible, I would like to add that I use it constantly for study 
7 purposes. Sometimes I take other editions into the pulpit with - 
i me... but the Kirkbride Bible is always on the desk of my 


Mr. Moser 


— GERALD B., WINROD. 
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day, and it is a comfort to me now to 
think that I have never tried to unsettle 
any man’s faith; and that I have written 
nothing which on my death-bed I would 
want blotted out.” (Sir Walter Scott). 





WINCHELL SPREADS 
HATE 





have just listened to another of 
the hate-fest broadcasts of Walter 
Winchell. With the most vitriolic hatred, 
he gnashed his teeth at Ministers of the 
Gospel. He also selected Congressmen, 
and former Congressmen, famous for 
defending Constitutional Americanism 
and smeared them mercilessly. 


Because these men will not stand 
silently and see traitors sell us down 
the Volga to red termites—they are tar- 
gets of “Vinchell Venom.” On the other 
hand, this voice of the ghetto loses no 
opportunity to praise the pro-Bolshe- 
vicks. He toasts Joe Stalin in nearly 
every broadcast. He is creating “anti- 
Semites” by the tens of thousands every 
Sunday night. 


Instead of promoting vicious men on 
the air, if the Jewish people want to do 
something about preventing anti-Semit- 
ism in this Country, the best contribution 
they could make to their own welfare 
would be to remove that voice and re- 
place it with someone who loves Ameri- 
canism and Americans, as well as 
Winchell loves Russia and the pro- 
Bolsheviks. Why can’t they see that 
by sponsoring Winchell as their official 
spokesmen, they are creating more and 
more trouble for themselves every pass- 
ing week! 





haps the most voluminous author of my 





Patriotic Americans can remedy the 








situation by voicing their protests. Every 
time Winchell gnashes his teeth at 
men, bombard the local radio sta- 
tion with protests. Get the manager on 
the telephone if you have to wait until © 
Monday morning. And let us all pray 
God to intervene, and replace Winchell 
with someone who will occasionally say 
a good word for loyal American citizens. 


According to Martin Dies, while he 
was chairman of the Committee investi- 
gating un-American activities, fifty-nine 
per cent of Winchell’s statements over 
the radio were found to be false. 


—An Editorial in “Bible News Fleshes.” 
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Its 55 Features and 7 Great 
Departments make this New 
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Bible plus a Biblical Library, 
in one Volume. Edited by Rev. 
F. C. Thompson, D.D., Ph. D. 
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(1) The annunciation to Zacharias is 
recorded in Luke 1:5-25. 


Zacharias, the priest, and his wife, 
are described as being “righteous be- 
fore God, walking in all the command- 
ments and ordinances of the Lord blame- 
less.” 


“Rnd the angel answering said unto 
him, I am Gabriel, that stand in the 
presence of God: and am sent to speak 
unto thee, and to shew thee these glad 
tidings.” 

While Zacharias was standing before 
the altar of incense, the angel an- 
nounced the birth of the forerunner of 
the coming Christ. 


(2) The annunciation to Mary is re- 
corded in Luke 1:26-38. 


Mary, a virgin, is described as being 
espoused, or engaged, “to a man whose 
name was Joseph.” 


“Rnd the angel came in unto her, and 
said, Hail, thou that art highly favoured. 
the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou 
among women.” 


Six months after the announcement to 
Zacharias, the same angel appeared be- 
fore Mary. She was told that the Holy 
Ghost would come upon her, and “that 
holy thing which shall be born of thee 
shall be called the Son of God.” 


As the CHILD, He is “born,” but as 
the SON, He is “given.” 


“Unto us a child is born, unto us a son 
is given,” said Isaiah. He did not al- 
ways exist in a human body. The body 
was supernaturally “prepared” for Him 
when He came as a member of our hu- 
manity. “Wherefore when he cometh 
into the world, he saith, Sacrifice and of- 
fering thou wouldest not, but a body 
hast thou prepared me.” 


“Unto us a child is born”—His hu- 
manity. 
“Unto us a son is given”—His deity. 


He is perfect man, yet God, the Word 
made flesh. He is Immanuel, God with 
us. No less a personage than the 
eternal God could be our Saviour. 


(8) The annunciation to Joseph is re- 
corded in Matthew 1:18-25. 


Joseph, the husband of Mary, is de- 
scribed as “a just man.” 

“Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on 
this wise: When as his mother Mary 
was espoused to Joseph, before they 
came together, she was found with child 
of the Holy Ghost.” 


With great simplicity, Matthew tells 
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the story of Joseph’s experience. The 
angelic announcement said the Child’s 
birth would be in fulfillment of Isaiah 
7:14. Before the celestial messenger ap- 
peared, Satan tempted Joseph to put 
away his betrothed. The adversary 
knew Mary was to bring forth the pro- 
phecied Redeemer Who would one day 
bruise the serpent’s head. 


MEN AND ANGELS HAIL HIM 


Only pious people, possessing pure 
hearts and minds were capable of chan- 
neling to the human family, the great 
revelations of truth surrounding the in- 
carnation of the eternal Son. We find 
ourselves treading upon holy ground, 
where saints and angels sing praises 
to God, even in reading the New Testa- 
ment account of these things. Infidels 
sneer and scoff, but saints are thrilled 
by the narrative. 


Elizabeth, in the presence of Mary 
marvelled at the grace of God. Her 
song of praise reached a climax in 
these words: “And whence is this to me, 
that the mother of my Lord should come 
unto me?” 


Mary’s response to the ange!’s mes- 
sage shows that she fully understood 
the character of the One who was to be 
born. She recognized Him to be the ever- 
lasting God, coming in fulfillment of 
prophecy, to save the people from their 
sins. 
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His birth was hailed by angels whose 
voices were heard by shepherds tend- 
ing sheep on plains adjacent to the little 
town of Bethlehem. “And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God, and say- 
ing, Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace, good will toward men.” 


Ai His FIRST coming, the Lord came 
to bring peace to the individual heart. 
At His SECOND coming, He will make 
wars to cease and bring peace to the 
nations. 


Wise men from the east called at the 
palace of King Herod, inquiring where 
the birth had occurred, “for we have 
seen his star in the east, and cre come 
to worship him.” 


The number of men comprising the 
Magi is not stated. Tradition says three, 
probably because there were gifts of 
three kinds, gold, frankincense and 
myrrh. & 


The experience of Simeon is given In 
Luke 2:25-35. He had a revelation “that 
he should not see death, before he had 
seen the Lord’s Christ.” He too hailed 
Him as “a light to lighten” the souls 
of men. 


Anna, an aged prophetess, likewise 
adored Him. She had been a widow 
for “about fourscore and four years.” 
She remained in the temple, engaging 
in constant fastings and prayers. She 
praised the new born King “and spoke 
of him to all them that looked for re- 
demption in Jerusalem.” 


THE BEST CHRISTMAS GIFT 


God's great gift to humanity is His 
Son. The Son’s great gift to us is Him- 
self. The supreme gift a man can receive 
is “eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.” 


There is no other hope of entrance 
into a better warld. If you, my friend, 
ever expect to blend your voice with 
angelic hosts, in singing praise as 
angels sang that first Christmas morn, 
then you must accept His finished work 
on Calvary’s Cross. 

















A Guide To Success HANDBOOK FOR PARENTS written 


serving the Lord. Solves many perplexing problems in child training. 
Praised by Sunday School Times, Moody Monthly, Pulpit Digest, Recommended 
by noted authorities. MILLIONS need this book. 72 pages. 18 chapters. Chart. 
Questions and answers. Beautiful cover. An unexcelled gift. 


SINGLE COPY 50 CENTS ...5 FOR $2.00 
THE FUNDAMENTAL PRESS 
161 W. Harrison, Dept. DT, Chicago 5. 


by a parent whose 5 children are all 









































“Righteousness exalt- 
eth a nation.” 


Proverbs 14:34. 
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MRS. FLOWERS 
VINDICATED 


. MYRTLE FLOWERS, of the De- 
fender office at Wichita was in- 
dicted by a federal grand jury in Wash- 
ington, D. C., in 1942—at the behest of 
William Power Maloney, special prose- 
cutor for the Department of Justice. 


The charges were denounced at the 
time as “false and utterly preposterous.” 
The terroristic methods used by Maloney 
in the grand jury room have been con- 
demned by attorneys, who wish to see 
the integrity of the courts preserved, 
throughout the Nation. His behavior 
is regarded as a travesty upon the 
American judicid@l system. 


No effort was ever made to bring Mrs. 
Flowers to trial. The charges were per- 
mitted to hang over her head for three 
years ... and then, on November 28, 
1945, finally nolle prossed. She was ac- 
cused of perjury, but dismissal of the 
case, without trial, shows that SHE WAS 
NOT THE PERJURER. 


Mr. and Mrs. Flowers, and their 20 
year old daughter, have suffered un- 
justly. They have sustained financial 
loss. The case will go down in Ameri- 
can history as one of the rankest in- 
justices ever perpetrated against honest, 
law-abiding patriotic citizens. 


But such is new dealism! 


On March 1, 1943, William Power 
Maloney was castigated by the United 
States Supreme Court in the case of 
Viereck vs. the United States. In revers- 
ing a decision by the lower courts be- 
cause of the illegal methods used by this 
prosecutor in obtaining a conviction, the 
high tribunal administered a scathing 
denunciation of the entire proceeding. 


Mr. Chief Justice Stone wrote the 
opinion, and referring directly to Ma- 
loney, said: “A prosecutor may prose- 
cute with earnestness and vigor—in- 


RK e ah 9 s A rk D a scovered {00 0002 
be : 


8 On Top of Mt. Ararat. 


Publishing Corporation, Shoals 2, Indiana. 








Has been preserved in snow and ice, five miles high. 
travelers say who have seen the ark. GET THIS BOOK AND 4 MONTHS SUBSCRIPTION TO, 
“THE MIDNIGHT CHY,” for $1.00. Biggest knowledge value money can buy. Midnight Cry 


deed, he should do so. But, while he 
may strike hard blows, he is not at lib- 
eray to strike foul ones.” 


HOFFMAN DISCUSSES 
“MALONEY BRAWL” 


ACK in 1942, when William Power 

Maloney was abusing his author- 
ity and working with the so-called 
“Friends of Democracy” to frighten, 
browbeat and coerce opponents of the 
new deal, he was particularly insulting 
in his attitude toward Congressman 
Clare Hoffman, of Michigan. 


He forced both Mr. Hoffman and his 
Secretary to make repeated appearances 
before a District of Columbia grand jury. 
That he dominated this group of jurors, 
was indicated by his Mussolini-like be- 
havior. He delegated members of his 
staff to sit in the galleries of the House 
of Representatives when Mr. Hoffman, 
Mr. Fish and others were scheduled to 
speak—thinking to thereby intimidate 
leaders who opposed Communistic new 
dealism in the United States. 


Be it stated for the record, that neither 
Mr. Hoffman or other members of Con- 
gress, who were those days fighting to 
uphold the American system, ever gave 
a single inch of ground. They faced the 
Maloney Gestapo courageously and 
finally drove him from public life. As 
he retreated, Franklin D. Roosevelt wrote 
him a letter of praise for the fine “serv- 
ice” he had rendered! 


Then a short time later, Maloney be- 
came involved in a braw] on the streets 
of Washington—resulting from a charac- 
teristic outburst of temper . . . and Mr. 
Hoffman was regarded as the logical 
man to speak of it on the floor of Con- 
gress. He read the following press re- 
port from the front-page of the “Wash- 
ington Star” into the Congressional 
Record: 


“William Power Maloney, special as- 


he 


Read what 


BT 


T0000 iia, 





nina ML 


sistant to the Attorney General, was 
found guilty of being disorderly and 
fighting in the street, and fined $10 to- 
day by Municipal Judge John McMahon. 
The case grew out of a fight originating 
in 1 local department store between Dr. 
Stephen Pan, director of the Institute of 
Chinese-American Cultural Relations, 
who was found not guilty.” 


Thereupon Mr. Hoffman said in part: 


“Briefly, it is this: Someone was down 
there at Garfinkle’s trying to buy some- 
thing and Maloney was called down. 
When he got down there, there was Dr. 
Pan. Now, do not forget. Dr. Pan is a 
Chinaman, a reputable gentleman, and 
with him were two other Chinamen who 
do not speak English. Dr. Pan is a~ 
citizen of a nation that is our ally. He 
is a citizen of China. 


“Knother thing, Dr. Pan, according to 
the press, weighed 120 pounds. Ma- 
loney weighs 145 pounds. He not only 
took a crack at the Chinaman in the 
store—I suppose he was trying to im- 
prove diplomatic relations—but he fol- 
lowed him out on the street and up to 
the corner, and, with an advantage of 
25 pounds, this fighting man Maloney, 
who is fighting the so-called seditionists 
and has been for 2 years and who finally 
had to be moved upstairs to get him out 
of the proceedings because his conduct 
was so disgraceful—perhaps when he 
followed Dr. Pan up the street he was 
engaged in practicing the good-neighbor 
policy, because when he got up to the 
corner he cracked Dr. Pan again and 
knocked him over a trash can. 


“Slugger Maloney was on his own 
ground in his home town. Dr. Pan was 
thousands of miles from his native land. 
Perhaps the Society for Universal Peace, 
the organization which preaches toler- 
ance and patience, can use Mr. Maloney 
as an evangelist. 
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“William Power Maloney in this street 
brawl demonstrated what so many of 
the witnesses who were haled by him 
before the grand jury ever since have 
known—that is, that he was an offen- 
sive, cowardly bully, ever ready to take 
advantage of his superior physical 
power, of this official position as a rep- 
resentative of the Department of Justice.” 


PRAISES LUTHERAN 
MUSIC 


HE October number of “Music News” 

—dignified, bookish, secular music 
publication, contains this flattering edi- 
torial regarding worship services in Mis- 
souri Synod Lutheran Churches: 


“The Missouri Synod of the Lutheran 
Church can claim the merit of having 
introduced to its congregations a 
hymnal which, with few exceptions, is a 
clean job musically and requires the 
attention of everyone seriously inter- 
ested in a strict separation of cheap 
tunes and pseudo-sacred works on the 
one hand, and genuine and artistically 
competent musical material on the other. 
It is only logical that the same body 
should be the first to call its Pastors, 
church musicians and laymen together 
in annual Church music conferences, 
with the specific purpose of directing 
their congregations’ attention to the 
treasury of both song and prayer that 
exists without being utilized, known to 
but a few connisseurs and research 
musicians, when it should constitute the 
bulk of what these congregations sing 
and hear in their Churches on Sundays 
and holidays.” 
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SAYS WAR COULD 
HAVE BEEN AVOIDED 


HARLES A. LINDBERGH was re- 

cently asked to address a group of 
Congressmen at Washington with the 
stipulation that his remarks were not 
for publication. Smear artists heard 
about the meeting and got busy. To 
correct falsehoods thus released, the 
noted flier issued the following state- 
ment: 


“Kn inaccurate account has been 
printed describing my remarks at a 
private meeting in Washington. These 
times are too critical and too dangerous 
to justify unnecessary division of 
opinion among Americans on vital in- 
ternational policies. I HAVE NOT 
CHANGED MY BELIEF THAT WORLD 
WAR II, COULD HAVE BEEN AVOIDED, 
but the issue between so-called inter- 
ventionists and isolationists is past, ex- 
cept from an academic standpoint. We 
fought the war together and we face the 
future together as Americans—a future 
that is more fraught with danger than 
the war itself. 


“In an era which has developed the 
atomic bomb, and which will develop 
trans-oceanic rockets capable of carry- 
ing atomic bombs, the necessity for 
world organization for the control of de- 
structive forces is imperative. The only 
alternative is constant fear and eventual 
chaos. I believe that President Tru- 
man, Prime Minister Attlee, and Prime 
Minister Mackenzie King, have in prin- 
ciple, taken a wise and courageous 
stand—a stand based on the preserva- 


The Virgin Birth 


Dr. Kenneth Cornwell’s book, “IF 
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THEN?” contains a message of 
real value to all Christian believers. 
Dr. A. C. Gaebelein says: “We 
recommend this excellent brochure. 
It will deliver many from the awful 
invention that Christ our Lord was 
born like any other man.” Dr. Corn- 
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“The wise shall un- 
derstand.” 


— Daniel 12:10. 











tion of our civilization, offering justice to 
all nations and asking only justice in 
return. 


“So long as I believe that the policy 
of the administration is to the best in- 
terest of my country, I shall give it my 
utmost support.” 


BAPTISTS PRAY 
FOR TRUMAN 


(HERE are 34 Baptist Churches in 
Washington, D. C., with a member- 
ship aggregating 26,000. 1 The Pastors 
of the “District of Columbia Baptist Con- 
vention,” meeting in official session No- 
vember 20th., adopted a resolution as- 
suring their fellow Baptist, President Tru- 
man, they were remembering him in 
special prayer, these days, when his 
duties are so heavy and arduous. 


The resolution also asserted: “We are 
keenly aware of the honor, as well as 
the responsibility, which has come to us 
as Baptists because of the elevation of 
a Baptist to the Presidency.” 


While the Convention was in session, 
President Truman received a new Bible 
for his desk from a religious organiza- 
tion with headquarters in New York City. 
He told those who presented him with 
the sacred Book that at the age of 
eight, he had read the Bible through 
once ... and three times when he 
reached his twelfth year. He said the 
Ten Commandments and Sermon on the 


Mount were his favorite passages. 


This was followed by a White House 











“Truth is a stubborn thing. You ma 
by-pass it and ignore it. You may cal! 
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distort and persecute it in many ways 
ut you cannot kill it.” 
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announcement that the Chief Executive 
would participate in the forthcoming 
world-wide Bible reading program spon- 
sored by Church leaders. 


HURLEY’S TERRIBLE 
EXPOSURE 


TERNATIONALISTS in all countries 

are determined that Russia shall 
dominate the world. This would mean 
the extermination of Christianity ... de- 
struction of Church property everywhere 
. .. and martyrdom of all who bear the 
name of Jesus Christ. COMMUNISM IS 
ANTI-CHRIST. 


For this reason, the position of Russo- 
philes like Walter Winchell and Drew 
Pearson who specialize in poisoning 
public opinion, must be made clear to 
the great body of American citizens. 
The Congressional Committee on Un- 
American Activities, of which Congress- 
man Rankin is a leader, should have 
the whole-hearted support of praying 
people who understand what Com- 
munism is trying to do to Christ’s Cause, 
in this part of the world. 


And so... the importance of General 
Hurley’s recent exposure of red leader- 
ship in the State Department, becomes 
a matter of paramount importance. A 
few paragraphs from a Washington 
press dispatch by Arthur Sears Henning 
explains the seriousness of the General's 
exposure: 

“Investigation of the Communist in- 
filtration of the State Department which 
caused General Hurley to resign in pro- 
test, as ambassador to China, is ex- 
pected to be attended by sensational 
disclosures. 


“Among them is the extent to which 
the Communist government of Russia is 
able to exert a potent and frequently 
decisive influence in American politics, 





and in the American government, in- 
cluding the Department of Justice. 


“Hurley's resignation with charges 
that State Department officials were in- 
terfering with American policy in China 
in order to aid the Chinese Communists 
has focused attention on the scandal of 
the disappearance of secret documents 
from that Department several months 
ago. Communist influence was strong 
enough to hush up the affair ,with all 
those involved in the thefts exonerated 
except two who were let off with fines. 


“Immediately following Hurley's 
resignation, Congressman Dondero of 
Michigan offered a resolution in the 
House directing the Judiciary Committee 
to investigate disappearance of the 
documents. The House Committee on 
Un-American Activities also asked Hur- 
ley to give it all the information he 
possesses on Communist activities in 
the government. Hurley is soon to ap- 
pear before the Senate Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee to testify in detail re- 
garding Communist interference with 
the administration’s policy in China. 


“Previous investigations have _ re- 
vealed a situation in the United States 
unparalleled in any but puppet nations. 
Through a far-flung network of institu- 
tions, honeycombed with Communists, 
the Moscow government extends a long 
arm into the United States to mold our 
policies and subvert our form of gov- 
ernment.” 


It is now reported that the State De- 
partment official who has caused Gen- 
eral Hurley the most difficulty is Dean 
Atcheson, a Roosevelt appointee and 
protege of Felix Frankfurter. 


United States Senator Wherry says: 
“The conduct of American diplomats as 
reported by Hurley SKIRTS THE EDGE 
OF TREASON.” 


This incident will serve to again re- 
mind patriotic Americans of the un- 
speakable curse brought upon their 
Country by the Communistic program 
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of Franklin D. Roosevelt. America will 
never be safe until the last INTERNA- 


TIONALIST NEW DEALER IS DRIVEN. 


OUT OF WASHINGTON. 


NATIVE AMERICANS 
SMEARED 


betel hear a great deal about Nazism 

and Fascism and Communism. As I 
said the other day, they are all symp- 
toms of the same disease. One of them 
is the chill and the other is the fever of 
a dying civilization. I see that in Great 
Britain they have set up a national So- 
cialist system. They are going to take 
over the land. That means the farmers 
will be reduced to peonage or to slav- 
ery. Do you want that in Kentucky? 
Do you want it in New York? Do you 
want that in Missouri? Do you want it in 
Iowa, or Minnesota? We do not want 
it in Mississippi. We want that system 
of free enterprise that George Washing- 


ton and Thomas Jefferson and Benja- , 


min Franklin and James Madison and 
Abraham Lincoln and Jefferson Davis 


and every other great statesman of . 


America has stood for. 


That is what we want in this Country. 
We do not want our Country to get 
under the control of a little group of 
aliens who have flooded in here and got 
rich out of this war, coined their money 
from the blood and tears of the suffering 
men, women, and children of America, 
and now run around over this Country 
and call every American they cannot 
control or intimidate a “native Fascist.” 


‘I am so tired of those long-nosed 
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reprobates smearing the American peo- 


ple and at the same time fostering a 
policy that they know, and every other 
intelligent person knows, will wreck this 
Republic if it is carried on. 


—Congressman Rankin. 


RANKIN EXPLAINS 
COMMUNISM 


OME men refer to Communism as de- 

mocracy. Why, there is not any 
more democracy in Russia or in any 
other Communistic country than there 
was in the days of the totalitarian mon- 
archy before the birth of Christ. 


Let us draw a line down this aisle. I 
want to show you where we are driv- 
ing, I have very little respect for a man 
when he gets up and criticizes and does 
not offer a remedy for the conditions 
that he berates. 


Let us draw a line down this aisle. On 
one side of the aisle is Communism. 
Communism is based on atheism, the 
atheist teachings of Karl Marx, whose 
hatred for Christianity is well known to 
all students of history.’ 


On the other side of the aisle is free, 
constitutional government, based on the 
philosophy of Christianity, which has 
been the controlling impulse of this 
world for 1,900 years. On the Commun- 
istic side is totalitarianism, dictatorship, 
and regimentation. On the other side is 
free government— democracy, if you 
please—liberty and free enterprise. 


On the Communistic side, as I said, is 
regimentation, the taking away of every- 
thing that a citizen may own, his fac- 
tory, his farm, his home if you please. 
The individual becomes the slave of the 
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state. Go into a Communistic country 
today and what do you find? You find 
the farm land has been taken. They are 
trying to farm it from Moscow or from 
the capital of the country. In 1931 they 
levied a tax of so many bushels of 
wheat on all the farmers of the Ukraine. 
They had a crop failure and they took 
it all, and four, five or six million peo- 
ple starved to death in their own homes 
in that area. 


Do you want that in Kansas, in Iowa, 
Mississippi or Pennsylvania? If so, 
then join the Communist Party, and 
throw up your hat when Professor Adler 
of the University of Chicago gets up and 
says that, “We must do everything we 
can to abolish the United States,” as he 
did in his speech in Cleveland Ohio, 
the other night. 


On the other side of that line what do 
we have? We have free government, 
constitutional government; not dictator- 
ship. We have also the right of free 
enterprise and the right to own your 
home, your land, your factory, your 
property, human liberty and the right 
of free speech. That is what those boys 
up there in uniform in the gallery thought 
they were fighting for in this war, and 
so far as I am concerned that is what 
they were fighting for, and I am going 
to do my best to see that they get it, as 
long as I am a Member of this House. 


On the Communistic side you have 
strife, degeneracy and decay. On the 
other side you have progress, peace and 
prosperity. 


Let me show you the vast difference 
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between those ideologies. The ideology 
of Communism, based on the doctrine of 








_ Karl Marx, harks back, if you please, to 


more than 1,900 years and carries us 
into the dark ages of the pre- Christian 
era. Do you want that substituted for 
the Constitution of the United States? 
If so, then continue to vote for these to- 
talitarian measures that would under- 
mine and destroy everything that we 
have fought for, and that our fore- 
fathers fought for, and everything that 
we told these boys they were fighting 
for in this war. 


—Congressman Rankin. 
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which no one can foresee the turn of 
events. Groups of determined Com- 
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Marx-Lenin dream and will stop at 
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Human Race Faces Annihilation 
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R. SPEAKER, the events of the last | chamber who is so blind as to believe 


few months of the war we just 
fought were so stupendous they have 
left men dazed. We become literally be- 
numbed mentally when we try to com- 
prehend the marvelous and deadly po- 
tentialities of radar; rocket bombs, 
rocket planes, rocket submarines; and a 
score of other achievements in the scien- 
tific world which have reduced the 
whole globe, from the standpoint of po- 
tential destruction to a matter of 3 or 4 
hours in time. Distance has been prac- 
tically eliminated. 


When we try to conceive the awful 
destructive power of the atom bomb we 
become mentally frozen. Our very 
brains are benumbed within us. 


Today, we in this chamber are look- 
ing squarely at the awful fact that an- 
nihilation of the whole human race is 
now possible to any group of. mad- 
men who may learn the production and 
control of the atomic bomb, and who in 
the terrible fantasies of their diseased 
minds would not hesitate to use it. 


Mr. Speaker, is there any person in 
this chamber who believes that if Hitler 
could have discovered the atom bomb 
he would not have used it against the 
United States of America and against 
the British? 


Who is there in this chamber who be- 
lieves that another Hitler may not arise, 
not in Germany next time but in some 
other nation not too far distant? 


Mr. Speaker, who is there in this 








FREE “Book of Helps” 


Ad @ Get your free copy of 
this 136 page book for 
{ Sunday School and 
Christian workers. Chock 
full of new ideas, quality 
supplies at reasonable 
prices. Full of visual aid 
materials, D.V.B.S. helps, 
maps, books, Bibles, 
) plaques,etc. Special 
program moterials and 
Christmas Gift Section. 


Write today for your 
free copy 










fern” 


SCRIPTURE PRESS 


; 
Dept. DRC-125, 800 N. Clark St., Chicago 10, Ill. 








that if Russia or any other nation should 
discover the secret production of the 
atomic bomb that such nation wou!d hes- 
itate to use it to gain domination over 
the world if the control of such a nation 
fell under the evil sway of madmen? 


The one nation in the whole history 
of mankind that has not sought aggres- 
sion and conquest is the United States 
of America. Ours is the only Nation 
which has given of its blood and its 
men and its money, to free other nations 
from tyranny without attempting to take 
them over and rule them ourselves. Look 
at Cuba. Look at the Philippines. Look at 
our efforts in the First World War when 
we poured out our men and our money 
and at the peace table asked for abso- 
lutely nothing but peace. Well, Mr. 
Speaker, we not only did not get peace: 
we not only were not repaid the billions 
of dollars we loaned after the war to our 
former allies but we did not even get 
gratitude for our generous efforts and 
our unselfish motives. 


We went into the World War just fin- 
ished—did I say finished?—I mean 
which we still have to finish, Mr. Speak- 
er—not to subjugate any nation: not to 
destroy any nation; not to rob any na- 
tion: not to enslave any people. And 
yet we know today in this Chamber, Mr. 
Speaker, that although we won the war, 
or are winning the war, we had lost the 
very objectives for which we fought, be- 
fore the war was ended. 


Is there anyone who doubts that state- 
ment? Look at Estonia: Latvia: Lithu- 
ania; Poland; Hungary: Rumania; Yu- 
goslavia: Bulgaria: the Danish Island 
of Bornholm. They have been taken 
over and subjugated by Russia. 


There is no necessity for us to recount 
again here the betrayal of Poland. It is 


now a matter of history. It will be re- 
garded by all decent people of the fu- 
ture—if the atom bomb lets us have 
much of a future for civilization—as one 
of the basest, blackest betrayals of a 
nation ever perpetrated by any other 
nation. 


Before the echo of the guns has died - 
away: before the smoke of batt'e has 
drified down the winds of space; before 
the awful odor of death has ceased to 
rise miasmalike from the jungles and — 
the swamps of the islands of the Pacific, 
and from the beaches of Europe, the 
very men who d‘d the most magnificant 
job af leadership are being assailed and 
abused and plotted against by alien- 
minded men and women in this country 
who are still intent on serving a foreign’ 
master, Joe Stalin: who are still intent 
on stabbing our soldiers and sailors and 
marines in the back while they scheme 
and plot to destroy the free Nation for 
which those men and women went out 
and fought and for which a million of 
them died. 


I want to say to you, Mr. Speaker, 
that Communism is rampant in this Na- 
tion at this very hour. I want to say 
to you, sir, that most of those men and 
women or their parents, came to seek 
the hospitality of this great free, rich 
Nation. Practically all of them by one 
trick or another evaded going out to 
fight in defense of this country. But to- 
day they are planning the destruction 
of our free Government and our free so- 
ciety. 


I sometimes wonder, sir, what has 
happened to the spirit of Americanism. 
I sometimes wonder what has happened 
to the intelligence and the courage of 
American men and women that we let 
an alien minority come in and practical- 
ly take over various bureaus of our Gov- 
ernment and sections of our press. I 
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sometimes wonder why we tolerate the 
insolent effrontery of a minority in this 
country who are almost open and brazen 
in their arrogant attempts to discredit 
every worth-while leader of the armed 
forces while they heap adulation upon 
Russian marshals and generals. 


Who is there in this chamber who 
does not know in his heart that the rea- 
son these Communists want to displace 
MacArthur in Japan is because Joe 
Stalin and his henchmen want to com- 
munize Japan? 


Who is there in this chamber who 
does not know that in the world grown 
as small as this world has grown Rus- 
sian communism and Russian domin- 
ation of a great section of the globe, and 
free America, and the wonderful fruits 
of freedom that are to be found in 
America, cannot long abide side by 
side with peace on this planet? 


When the frst atom bomb blasted into 
vapor the human beinas and the build- 
ings of Hiroshima the United States sud- 
denly became the keeper of the destiny 
of the world. We have been told within 
the last few days by the outstanding ex- 
perts of our national defense that the 
fate of the world hangs in the balance. 
We have been bluntly warned that un- 
less all citizens, men, women and chil- 
dren, in the United States of America do 
cooperate, the next war could easily re- 
sult in America being struck without 
warning with such a force of atom 
bombs as would completely destroy in a 
few minutes our ability to defend our- 
selves. 


Mr. Speaker, it is almost impossible 
for us to comprehend—we who have 
lived with friendly neighbors to the 
north and south of us, we who have 
been separated by the Pacific and the 
Atlantic Oceans from our neighbors to 
the east and the west—that we are ac- 
tually today in danger of sudden an- 
nihilation. : : 

Already the atom bomb which we 
were first to use has made it apparent 
that we in the United States must face 
new problems of vast decentralization 
of our industry. We have been told— 
and I do not doubt that it is true—that 
only the accident of a thin piece of lead 
foil separated the Germans from the dis- 
covery of atomic fission, meaning con- 
trol of the atomic bomb. 


It appears futile for us to hope that 
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we and Great Britain and Canada can 
keep the atom bomb secret to ourselves 
for all time. There’ is, in fact, a very 
grave question as to whether or not the 
secret is now known to Russia. A re- 
port in the press on Monday, October 
15, strongly indicates that Russian 
scientists may possess the atom-bomb 
secret. A scientific monthly magazine 
of August 1945 contained an article 
translated and condensed by the Ameri- 
can-Russian Institute from the Russian 
newspaper Izvestia on November 25, 
1944, giving the names of two Russian 
academicians who even then were far 
along in their investigations. The arti- 
cle in the press of this October 15 re- 
vealed that a Russian Professor Kapitza 
had studied at Cambridge in England 
18 years ago on nuclear theories and 
atom fission. Since that time Professor 
Kapitza has become the formost Rus- 
sian scientist in atomic research, and a 
few years ago developed a method of 
liquefying hydrogen and helium which 
may offer a new source of atomic 
energy. 


We also know that the leading Ger- 
man scientists who had been working 
on the release of atomic energy were 
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taken into Russia after the German sur- 
render. They have not been heard of 
since, officially, although stories drift- 
ing out of that rigidly censored and tight- 
ly controlled country indicate that they 
are being induced to develop under Rus- 
sian direction methods of producing and 
controlling atomic energy. 


Here we are, Mr. Speaker, facing the 
unimaginable situation in which, with 
conditions as they are, the question of 
life or death for every man, woman, and 
child in this Nation depends for its an- 
swer upon our most intelligent and in- 
tense cooperation with each other to set 
up a new and hitherto utterly uncon- 
ceived national defense. 


We know there are too many—far 
too many—people in this country, most 
of them of alien origin, all of them of 
alien doctrines, who would like to see 
this Nation and its people enslaved 
under Russian Communism. Why, sir, 
such slavery would be worse, a thou- 
sand times worse, than the instantane- 
ous disintegration which would be our 
portion if we were destroyed by atomic 
bombs. 
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believed that way. I would live differ- 
ently.” 


Mr. McBirnie says: “I wondered when 
she said this, if there were not many 
more Christians just like the one to 
whom I was talking. I decided then and 
there to publish a book that would posi- 
tively leave no doubt. Here it is! It 
contains Bible, history, photo and news- 
paper facts.” 


This is, in the truest sense, a pictorial 
book. Every major fact developed is 
illustrated by one or more photographs. 
Some of the pictures, like those for in- 
stance of the ancient city of Petra, are 
most unusual. 


The book, taken as a whole, repre- 
sents a new departure—an innovation 
in religious book-making. 
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PECULATIVE theories unauthenticated 
by the Word of God may be ever so 
fascinating but, sooner or later, are fol- 
lowed by disillusionment, often keen dis- 
appointment, and in many cases de- 
spair. 

A large number of friends entertain 
the hope of a supplemental plan of sal- 
vation, other than by grace through 
faith which comes by hearing the Gos- 
pel. They would have us believe that 
there will be a future day of salvation 
for a select company of earthly descend- 
ants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, in 
which they will come into their inheri- 
tance, not by FAITH in the efficacy of 
the BLOOD OF JESUS CHRIST through 
the preaching of the Gospel in this age. 
but by SIGHT, at the time of the visible 
return of the Lord Jesus Christ—a special 
privilege to be accorded them because 
of THEIR BLOOD, after rejecting the 
blessed Gospel and resisting the Holy 
Spirit. 


Let us turn to the Scriptures, again, for 
more light on this subject. 


NO OTHER DAY OF SALVATION 


For those who do not accept the sal 
vation in Christ NOW. in this “day of 
salvation,” there is no future deliverance. 


If Paul, the Apostle, had held the view 
that all of Israel would be saved in some 
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future age in fulfillment of some particu- 
lar prophecy, he would not have prayed 
so earnestly “that they might be saved.” 
Paul knew of no such scheme for the 
conversion of his brethren in the flesh 
en masse. He wrote to the Romans: 
“Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer 
to God for Israel is that they might be 
saved.” 


He said they had a zeal of God, but 
not according to knowledge. This ignor- 
ance of God’s righteousness, provided in 
Christ, and their failure to submit “them- 
selves unto the righteousness of God” 
made necessary the preaching of the 
Gospel of Christ to them as well as all 
the rest of mankind in order that they 
might be saved. Jesus said He came to 
seek and to save that which was LOST. 
There is only one way for all men, both 
Jews and Gentiles, to be saved and that 
is confessing with the mouth Jesus as 
Lord, and believing in the heart that God 
raised Him from the dead, “For there is 
no difference between the Jew and the 
Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich 
unto all that call upon Him.” (See Ro- 
mans 10.) 


GOSPEL PREACHING IMPERATIVE 
NEED 


Then Paul raises these questions, 
“How then shall they call on him in 
whom they have not believed? and how 
shall they believe in him of whom they 
have not heard? and how shall they 
hear without a preacher?” 


This proves conclusively that Paul be- 
lieved in, and taught, only one way for 
Israelite or Gentile to be saved, namely, 
by faith in Christ upon hearing the 
preaching of the Gospel. God has no 
other plan. 


That is why the resurrected Christ 
gave the great commission before as- 
cending to heaven. “He said unto them, 
Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature. He that be- 
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lieveth and is baptized shall be saved: 
but he that believeth not shall be 
damned.” (Mark 16:15-16). 


What a responsibility is ours! En- 
trusted with the only cure for this world’s 
ills—knowledge of the only way of de- 
liverance from sin, which should be dis- 
pensed in the love of God to ALL men. 


No Saviour but Christ Jesus! No salva- 
tion for anyone but spiritual regenera- 
tion, having its beginning in heart-faith 
and its completion in the transformation 
of the body when it is conformed to the 
body of Christ’s glory when He shall ap- 
pear in the clouds of heaven. 


GOD'S PROPHETS SPOKE OF THIS DAY 


It has often been said that every book " 
in the Bible speaks of Christ, and if we 
fail to see Him in all of them we miss 
that which is most important, for all the 
Scriptures are Christ-centered. When the 
Lord Jesus was here in the flesh, He said 
the Scriptures testified of Him. (See John 
5:39). 


Many will admit this, who evidently 
have overlooked the fact that all of God’s 


-prophets spoke of the salvation from sin 


made possible for us through the death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 


The salvation of which the Gospel is 
the Good News, and the Scriptures 
speak of no other kind, is that to which 
Zacharias, the father of John the Baptist, 
referred when he was filled with the Holy 
Spirit, and prophesied, saying: 


“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; 
for he hath visited and redeemed his 
people, And hath raised up an horn of 
salvation for us in the house of his 
servant David: As he spake by the 
mouth of his holy prophets, which have 
been since the world began: That we 
should be saved from our enemies, and 
from the hand of all that hate us; To* 
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perform the mercy promised to our 
fathers, and to remember his holy cove- 
nant: The oath which he sware to our 
father Abraham, That he would grant 
unto us, that we being delivered out of 
the hand of our enemies might serve him 
without fear, in holiness all the days of 
our life.” ’ 


A careful study of this inspired ut- 
terance discloses that before the exis- 
tence of Israel, God’s prophets spoke of 
salvation for this day—a salvation that 
constituted a deliverance, as was also 
promised to Abraham, in order to serve 
the Lord “in holiness and righteousness.” 
This is also true of the prophets of Israel. 


God had the world in mind when He 
spoke through the prophets. Let us keep 
that in view. What Zacharias spoke con- 
cerning salvation in Christ, as the ful- 
fillment of that spoken by God’s holy 
prophets, is entirely overlooked by those 
who profess to believe in a physical sal- 


vation of a racial group of flesh and 


blood in some future era. 


Paul, the Apostle, said, “For our 
wrestling is not against flesh and blood, 
but against the principalities, against 
the powers, against the world-rulers of 
this darkness, against the spiritual hosts 
of wickedness in the heavenly places.” 
(Eph. 6:12, R. V.) 


An examination of what Paul preached 
as recorded by Luke in the Book of Acts 
reveals that he did not go about preach- 
ing a Gospel of an earthly kingdom 
with temporal powers to be bestowed as 
a fulfillment of the prophecies, but he 
preached pardon to repentant sinners 
believing in Jesus Christ as the fulfill- 
ment “of the promise made unto the 
fathers.” (See Acts 13:16-41.) 


In his defense he said to King Agrippa 
that he had been “witnessing both to 
small and great, saying none other 
things than those which the prophets 
and Moses did say should come; that 
Christ should suffer, and that he should 
rise from the dead, and should show 
light unto the people, and to the 
Gentiles.” 

“Abraham rejoiced to see my day.” 
said Jesus to the Jews, “and he saw It 


and was glad.” What made Abraham 
glad? The Gospel of Christ which was 
preached beforehand unto Abraham, 
according to Paul in his letter to the 
Galatians, by which Abraham under- 
stood that the promise, “In thee shall all 
nations be blessed” meant salvation in 
Christ for all men. 


More than once did the Apostle Peter 
declare that all the prophets spoke of 
this day of salvation. Then why wrest 
the Scriptures to mean something ma- 
terial with reference to a future earthly 
nation which they do not mean? 


To the Jews who had rejected Jesus 
as Messiah because of their idea that 
the promises to the fathers pertained to 
a physical deliverance from political 
enemies and the re-establishment of 
their nation on a material basis Peter 
said: “But those things which God before 
had shewed by the mouth of all his 
prophets, that Christ should suffer, he 
hath so fulfilled.” (Acts 3:18.) “Yea, and 
all the prophets from Samuel and those 
that follow after, as many as have 
spoken, have likewise foretold of these 
days.” (Acts 3:24.) 
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Again, at Caesarea, Peter preached 
Christ and His salvation as the fulfill- 
ment of prophecy. In speaking of Jesus 
Christ he said: “To him give all the 
prophets witness, that through his name 
whosoever believeth in him shall receive 
remission of sins.” 


Oh, that more men today would 
preach Christ and salvation from sin as 
the fulfillment of that which was spoken 
by the prophets, instead of encouraging 
any carnally minded man or nation of 
the world to expect ANOTHER fulfillment 
in the form of material prosperity and 
fleshly supremacy, separate and distinct 
from the glorified body of Christ con- 
sisting of believers of the Gospel in this 
day of Salvation! 


In his epistle, Peter wrote about the 
kind of salvation the prophets predicted. 
He said: “Receiving the end of your faith, 
even the salvation of your souls. Of 
which salvation the prophets have en- 
quired and searched diligently, who 
prophesied of the grace that should 
come unto you.” 














uestion And Answer Method 


Rev. John M. Wood, of Portland, 
Indiana is applying the QUIZ METHOD 
to Bible study and teaching. He reports 
good results from ... and deep interest 
in... the system. 





A total of 157 Bible questions are 
asked and answered in his book of 117 
pages. No phase of Christian doctrine 
is overlooked. Difficult and knotty prob- 
lems are solved. Seeming contradic- 
tions of Scripture are reconciled. Some 
questions are answered in a sentence 
or two, others require a whole page. 


Mr. Wood is comprehensive in his 
answers, but never tedious. He believes 
all Scriptural passages should be con- 
sidered in the light of their context... 
“a text taken from the context becomes 
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This booklet just had to be re- 
printed. The demand for it called 
for a second edition of 15,000 copies. 
This group of messages will meet 
many needs and answer important 
questions of Christians. Send post- 
age for a FREE copy. Are you in 
sorrow? ‘ Write us, we will help 


you. 
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a pretext.” 


In the Introduction of his book, he 
says: “When Satan tempted Jesus, he 
quoted Scripture and quoted it correct- 
ly. But he took passages out of their 
setting. This misinterpreted their mean- 
ing.” Jesus, knowing all Scripture was 
not confused, and rebuked the evil one 
with the terse remark, “AGAIN IT IS 
WRITTEN.” 


This book will prove a help to Bible 
study. The title conveys its contents: 
“A BIBLICAL QUESTIONNAIRE.” 








A Bible 
Questionnaire 




















Doctrinal questions answered by the Scrip- 
tures, Easy to locate passages on given sub- 
jects by using Index. Written by Rev. John 
M. ood, who is a licensed Minister in the 
Independent Gospel Alliance, Inc., with head- 
quarters at Portland, Indiana. Rev. Charles 
A. Fisher is Superintendent of the organiza- 
tion. Every Pastor and Layman will find this 
book most useful . . . 75 CENTS, POST- 
PAID ... Order from: John M. Wood, 274 
East Roger Street . . . Portland, Indiana. 
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6¢F YE abide in me, and my words 

abide in you, ye shall ask what 
ye will, and it shall be done unio you.” 
John 15:7. 


What a privilege . . . and what a 
blessing—this knowledge of Christ's 
abiding presence! 


And yet. while the promises of God 
are positive assurance of final victory. 
they do not become real and meaning- 
ful to us, until we comply with the divine 
requirements. The chemist may have a 
mental concept of a formula, but not 
until he complies with the conditions in 
his laboratory of experimentation, does 
his knowledge become provabiy know- 
able. : 


To ane 


“If’—that little and sometimes irritat- 
ing word “if,” is the towering peak in 
the mountain range of difficulties. “If” 
ye abide in me.” 


We cannot ABIDE in Him, until we be- 
come a part of Him. Profession leads to 
habitation. The Christian’s position of 
divine habitation is realized through the 
experience of regeneration. Think of it 
. . . dwelling eternally in God! Yes, 
what a privilege! “He that DWELLETH 
IN the secret place of the most High.” 
Hid with Christ in God... 


A spiritual resurrection is: evidence of 
a new creation. When one experiences 
the new birth through the operation of 
the Holy Spirit, his manner of living is 
completely changed. He does not realize 
instantaneous perfection but grows into 
the likeness of Jesus Christ who has 
saved him from his sin. Having been 
born of God, he is therefore a child of 
God, an heir to all things through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 


If we abide in Him, whose nature has 
been imparted to us...and His “words 
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abide in us,” then we are in position 
mentally and spiritually to enjoy fellow- 
ship with the risen Lord. We walk and 
talk with Him and are conscious of His 
presence. He regulates our lives. He 
occupies the throne-room of the soul. 
The whole transaction hinges upon the 
little word “‘if.” 


If we do our part by submitting our- 
selves to the divine purpose, God will 
do His part. Union between the finite 
and the infinite is thereby established. 
If we abide in Him, our prayer-language 
will be in line with the eternal progrard 
for our lives and therefore effective. 
Prayer, with all its blessings and ad- 
vantages, is the. result of ABIDING in 
the presence, and on the promises, of 
God. 


..- DOUBTING ... 


On the negative side, we are faced 
with the tragic fact of doubt. It exists. 
There are so many things that come into 
Christian lives, bringing with them 
thoughts of doubt. Even in our Lord’s 
inner circle of disciples, there was a 
doubter. His name was Thomas. 


In considering the text, John 15:7, one 
thought must be kept constantly in mind, 
namely, that: The experience of abiding 
in Christ, and the fact of answered 
prayer, are inseparably related. “If ye 
abide ... ye shall ask... it shall be 
done.” 


Faith can be properly exercised only 
in the abiding presence of Christ. Doubt 
and faith cannot occupy the mind and 
heart at the same time. Doubting shows 
that one is not enjoying his full privil- 
eges in Christ. We may not at times 
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be conscious that we are drifting, until 
some grave crisis develops in our lives 
and there comes a special need of 
prayer. Then, finding it difficult to pour 
out our hearts to God, we look within 
and begin examining ourselves. We find 
that doubt has crept in to rob us of our 
faith. 

Prayer is the cry of the soul for divine 
relief. Prayer is not relief from earnest 
endeavor, but the exercise of faith in 
Him to whom the supplication is made. 
There are other barriers to prayer be- 
sides doubt. Habits are sometimes per- 
mitted to take form in our lives that 
serve the flesh and strengthen ties to 
things carnal. As we abide in Him and 
His words become substance in our 
lives, obstructions to prayer will dis- - 
appear. 


...- SELFISHNESS ... 


The attitude of the Christian toward 
Christ is the same as that of John the 
Baptist who said: “He must increase, but 
I must decrease.” Less of self and more 
of Christ, is the spiritual order. 


Some people, who have never truly 
yielded their lives to Christ, offer only 
selfish petitions. The one who prays to 
be equal with his neighbor in temporal 
things, is sure to be disappointed. 
Poverty is often a greater blessing to 
soul and body than much money and 
property. God knows us better than we 
know ourselves. If He answered selfish 
prayers, it would usually be to our 
detriment. In all things, let us give 
Christ pre-eminence. Then we will have 
clearer spiritual vision to see and under- 
stand the things for which we should 
pray. 

The prayer so earnestly offered may 
have in it the elements of selfishness. 
Not until the heart attitude is, “Thy will, 
not mine, be done,” does the supplicant 
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find himself on truly praying ground. If 
we have a tendency to pray selfishly, 
we should return to John 15:7, make a 
thorough analysis of our spiritual con- 
dition, pay the cost, endure the sacrifice, 
until our will is completely subjected 
fo the divine will. Such a decision 
eliminates foolishness and selfishness. 


..- DISCOURAGEMENT ... 


There are frail people who give up 
easily when they do not see immediate 
answers to their prayers. They do not 
understand that the very delay thus en- 
countered, may be the thing most 
needed for building and strengthening 
soul muscle. Jacob wrestled a !ong time 
at Jabbok before the assurance came. 
A noted Preacher said: “Argumentative 
prayer is the most potent form of 
prayer.” The parable of the woman and 
the unjust judge emphasizes the neces- 
sity of refusing to be discouraged. 


Romans 8:26 and Romans 8:28 go to- 
gether. Having established our habita- 
tion in God ... abiding in Christ, the 
Holy Spirit illuminates the mind re- 
garding HOW and for WHAT, to pray. 
“For we know not what we should pray 
for as we ought: but the Spirit itself 
maketh intercession for us with groan- 
ings which cannot be uttered.” 


Reckoning from this basis, we know 
that even delayed answers “work to- 
gether for good to them that love God, 
to them who are the called according to 


his purpose.” 


..- SUBMISSIVENESS ... 


“God resisteth the proud, but giveth 
grace unto the humble. Submit your- 
selves therefore to God. Resist the 
devil, and he will flee from you.” 


Submission to the will of God pro- 
vides a solution for every problem with 
which the Christian can be faced. The 
divine will in operation, assures the 
highest and best for God’s children. Let 
go, and let God! 


The story is told about a man whose 
car skidded on a mountain side. The 
driver was thrown out, over the sharp 
edge of a precipice. After falling a few 
feet, he clutched a protruding root of a 
tree and held with all his might. He 
visualized a yawning gorge, a thousand 
feet below, waiting to catch his mangled 
body. Finally, with the first grey streaks 
of dawn, he was able to see below. Had 
he let go, he would have actually fallen 
less than three feet before touching solid 
earth. 
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“Underneath are the everlasting 
arms.” We only need to rely upon God’s 
omnipotence. Jesus did that, when in 
the Garden, He prayed. “Thy will be 
done.” He lost all fear of the Cross and 
suffering. He sacrificed the will of the 
flesh and willingly submitted all to the 
purpose of God. In the midst of physical 
defeat, He rejoiced in spiritual victory. 
What may seem to be misfortune, will 
surely turn to victory, when we rely 
upon the omnipotence of God and turn 
everything over to Him. 


“If ye abide in me, and my words 
abide in you.” 
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If we abide in Him, and His words 
abide in us—ALL IS WELL. Why worry 
if things do not seem to be going, at the 
moment, exactly as we would like. 


Let us live in such intimacy with the 
Lord Jesus Christ that we obtain the evi- 
dence in our hearts of the prayer having 
been heard ... and then leave the time 
of its materialization with God. Getting 
the spiritual assurance that our prayer 
has been heard, and seeing the answer 
on the material plane are two separate 
and blessed experiences. 
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E are getting returning soldiers in- 

terested in hobbies of different 
kinds to take their minds off ills and 
worries, both mental and physical. 


The boys have been doing a good 
job winning this war and now it is up 
to us to bring them back to their natural 
selves again. If you could see some of 
the returning soldiers as I do—blind, 
crippled, wounded, despondent and 
mentally wrecked, you would realize 
the great need for getting them inter- 
ested in something besides themselves. 





We greatly need old stamp collec- 
tions, old stamps of any kind. foreign 
and United States, old albums and cata- 
logues, stamp hinges—and anything 
along the stamp line that people might 
have to spare. 


On the other hand, if you know of any 
wounded soldiers who would be inter- 
ested in collecting stamps, have them 
get in touch with me. I will try to sup- 
ply them with whatever stamps I have 
on hand. 


Thanking you in advance, I remain 
Yours very truly 


(Signed) Lt. Harry A. Kerkow, 
1301 Minnesota Avenue, 
So. Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
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The Grace of New Foskament Giving 


By Rev. J. M. Cottrell . . . Missionary Field Secretary 





N HIS first letter to the Church at 

Corinth, the Apostle Paul outlined the 
plan for financing New Testament work, 
as he had received it from the Holy 
Spirit. 


He instructed everyone—rich and 
poor alike, to lay aside a definite por- 
tion of their income, in anticipation of 
needs that would be sure to rise later. 
He reminded them that the source of 
material increase was God. 


A year went by, and the need de- 
veloped. 


The Christians at Jerusalem were be- 
ing persecuted by the Jews. They were 
not only cruelly treated, but spoiled of 
their goods as well. 


The mutual store created by the early 
Christians who had possessions and 
sold them, bringing the money to the 
Apostles, as recorded in Acts 4:32-37, 
was soon depleted. The saints of Judea 
were in desperate need. But the Holy 
Spirit, presiding over the New Testament 
Church, did not permit the organization 
to be taken unawares. 


Through the Apostle Paul, the 
Churches of Asia had been given care- 
ful instructions —and the plar, as re- 
vealed for them then, is applicable to- 
day. Above all, the members of the 
Church should be so under the leader- 
ship of the Holy Spirit as to enjoy divine 
guidance in both temporal and spiritual 
matters. 


A GRACE 


God means for each of us to share, 
according to our capacities, that His pro- 
gram shall not suffer. See II Corinthians 
8:13-15. He reveals that giving is shar- 
ing... and such giving is A GRACE. 
II Corinthians 8:1-7. 


Giving is not a chore imposed upon 
the Christians; but a gift of Grace be- 
stowed by the Holy Spirit. 


It is not a cross to be denied: but an 





experience to enjoy. It is an expression 
of spiritual depth. The willingness to 
give is a gift of Grace, bestowed upon 
oll believers everywhere. It is a part of 
our inheritance in Christ Jesus. Angels 
would rejoice in the privilege, but it has 
been reserved for us. 


Shall we not, in the act of possessing 
our possessions, exercise freely this gift 
of Grace, and be willing to distribute 
unselfishly, so the needs in the Lord’s 
House are met decently and in order. 
The same law applies here as in every 
other phase of Grace: if we exercise will- 
ingness, God will enable us to do His 
will. 

Are you willing that this Grace 
abound in you, even as your faith, ut- 
terance, knowledge, diligence and love 
abound? 


We all pray for increased faith. To 
be able to express in our daily walk the 
new life within, is the constant urge of 
all our hearts. We search for more 
knowledge: we want to better under- 
stand the things of God. There is even a 
tendency to pride ourselves on our dili- 
gence. Every Christian is quick to voice 
his love for Christ and the brethren. 


All of us abound in these Graces, and 
want to abound even more. And God 
wishes us to abound also in the Grace 
of Giving. 


Missions 


4 
7 The Foreign Missionary Work of 
¢ the Defenders Movement in West 
Africa, Cuba, the Holy Land and 
> West Indies is made _ possible 
2 through the prayers, tithes and of- §$ 
> ferings of Defender Readers. Our 
magazine, “The Missionary Messen- 
ger,” is sent free to all contribu- 
. Correspondence invited ... 3 
> Address: Defender Missionary De- 
> partment, Defenders Headquarters, ‘ 
Wichita, Kansas. ; 
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A TEST 
See II Corinthians 8:8-12. 


Giving is not to be regarded as a com- 
mandment, but the natural out-flow of 
the Holy Spirit’s gift of Grace. It is a 
test of our willingness to do “whatsoever 
He saith unto you.” 


If our hearts are yielded to the pur- 
pose of God, we will gladly obey the 
Spirit's prompting in this Grace. 


Our obedience in giving is further 
evidence of the sincerity of our love. 
We should follow the heavenly example 
of our Lord Jesus, Who, for the joy that 
was set before Him, emptied Himself of 
eternal riches. He made Himself of no 
reputation. He took upon Himself the 
form of a servant. He humbled Himself 
unte death, even the death of the Cross 
thereby proving the sincerity of His love 
for us. 


God's supreme gift to the world was 
His Son. The Son’s supreme gift to us, 
is Himself. Let us demonstrate the sin- 
cerity of our love ... by giving of the 
material substance placed in our hands 
so that His work shall prosper. 


God giving His own Son is proof of 
the sincerity of His love. The Lord 
Jesus, in giving His life a ransom for 
many, proves the sincerity of His love. 


And so, as we give ourselves to God. - 
then follow with the gift of our sub- 
stance, we meet the test of sincerity and 
love. 


The Grace of giving should be exer- 
cised methodically, and with a definite 
purpose, like all other phases of Chris- 
tian service —not according to oppor- 
tunity, but according to ability. We 
should not be spasmodic in our giving, 
or only make contributions under the 
duress of necessity. But rather it should 
be a regular habit, with a definite goal 
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and objective in view. We must run well, 
keep our course, and finish a winner! 


God grant that we shall all pass the 
Test of giving! 
UNIVERSAL 
See II Corinthians 8:1-3 and 12:15. 


God is no respecter of persons re- 
garding the Grace of giving. All may 
share —rich and poor alike! 


Even those enduring affliction and |, 


deep poverty are not excluded. The 
Macedonians, though themselves poor 
and persecuted, rejoiced that an oppor- 
tunity was afforded them of doing good 
to their more impoverished and perse- 
cuted brethren. 


Many books have been written and 
innumerable incidents recounted of the 
providential care of God over the poor, 
who have appropriated the Grace of 
giving. Impoverished people, like the 
widow who gave the “mite,” have been 
richly blessed materially and spiritual- 
ly, by sharing to the best of their abil- 
ity. “The rich and the poor meet to- 
gether.” Proverbs 22:2. 


Neither are the rich excluded in this 
gift of Grace! 


“There came a rich man of Arima- 
thea, named Joseph, who also himself 
was Jesus’ disciple: he went to Pilate 
and begged the body of Jesus... when 
he had taken the body, he wrapped it 
in a clean linen cloth, and laid it in his 
own new tomb.” We have no way of 
knowing how much it cost Joseph to lay 
away the body of Jesus. But computed 
according to similar modern burials, it 
must have reached into the thousands 
of dollars. 


But we do know that his life was in 
jeopardy, as he stood in the presence of 
those who had crucified his Lord, and 
said by his very actions: “This man was 
my friend, and moreover He is my 
Saviour. I believe in Him, and His 
claim that He was God. I want His 
body for burial.” The men before whom 
Joseph that day stood, hated Jesus, and 
could have easily condemned him “to 
death. 


And so we find a rich man, who first 
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consecrated himself to the Lord, and 
then gave according to the material 
things that he possessed. 


Zacchaeus, a rich man, came to Jesus, 
took Him into his home; and gave half 
of all his possessions. Oh! the abun- 
dance of the riches of His Grace. To 
be recipients of this Grace is our in- 
heritance. 


REWARD 
See II Corinthians 8:2. 


Just as we have the “earnest” of our 
inheritance in our hearts, during this 
earth life—we also have earthly re- 
wards as well as heavenly rewards, for 
our response to the Grace of giving. 


There is the reward of joy: “The 
abundance of their joy abounded unto 
the riches of their liberality.” 


Every gift to God’s work brings an 
occasion of joy in personal experience. 
You always have a feeling of joy and a 
sense of happiness, after making a con- 
iribution to some line of definite Chris- 
tian service. “God loveth a _ hilarious 
giver.” II Corinthians 9:7. 


Then God rewards the hilarious giver 
with an increased ability to give. See 
II Corinthians 9:7-11. 


As we yield the full consent of our 
wills in giving, God is able to make 
all Grace abound toward us, so that we 
will never stand in need or want... 
but will have all sufficiency in material 
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things, that we may abound even more 
in every good work, enriched in every- 
thing to bountifulness. Material bless- 
ings follow giving to the support of the 
Lord’s work as surely as day follows 
night. 


God will increase our ability, in order 
that we may continue to give. There will 
be no end of the increase, as long as 
we abound in the riches of our liberality. 
The law of the harvest applies in the 
matter of giving. How much we reap 
depends upon how much we sow. An 
abundant harvest should induce a still 
greater sowing effort. 


A Christian man in an eastern city 
was earning $50.00 a week. He needed 
$100.00, so started giving $10.00 a week 
to the Lord’s work. In other words, he 
started tithing IN ADVANCE, on the 
amount of income he needed and hoped 
to receive. Within three weeks his 
earnings were increased to the needed 
$100.00. He then doubled: the weekly 
gift te the Lord’s work. In a few months 
his earnings increased to $200.00 per 
week. His minimum weekly gift to the 
Lord is now $25.00. 


How far will this go? It depends on 
how long this man continues to yield the 
full consent of his will, in giving to God. 


We can't beat God at giving. But we 
can try! He will always out-give us. 








Jesus, The Greatest Worker 





OHN 5:17, “Jesus answered them, My 
Father worketh hitherto, and I work.” 


For thirty-eight years, this poor man 
had suffered. “Wilt thou be made 
whole?” asked the Master. 


“The impotent man answered him, 
Sir, I have no man, when the water is 
troubled, to put me into the pool: but 
while I am coming, another steppeth 





down before me.” 


Thereupon, Jesus ordered the sufferer 
to, “Rise, take up thy bed, and walk.” 


A negative element was immediately 
introduced into an otherwise beautiful, 
inspiring and helpful incident. There 
are always persons animated by de- 
structionist ideas, ready to interfere with 
constructive Gospel work. “The Jews 
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therefore said unto him that was cured, 
It is the sabbath day: it is not lawful for 
thee to carry thy bed.” 





It was under these circumstances that 
the Lord Jesus Christ presented Himself 
as a Worker. “My Father worketh hither- 
to, and I work,” said He. 


In other words . . . The creative ac- 
tivity of the Almighty God has known 
no Sabbath-cessation from the dawn of 
eternity until now, and that fact is the 
law of My working. 


Whether operating a universe, heal- 
ing a cripple, telling a man about the 
plan of salvation, handing out tracts, 
helping a Missionary, giving a cup of 
water to some wayfaring soul—we are 
expected to be faithful workers, since 
Christ Jesus is our great Example, the 
greatest of all Workers! 


Defender Missionaries, serving yon- 
der on five important ‘frontiers, are hard 
workers. There is not a drone, a dull- 
ard, among them. They all deserve the 
prayerful support of Christ’s faithful fol- 
lowers here at home. 


Will you become a co-worker and 
prayer-partner with them? 
* * * 


D* H. H. JONES has labored 43 years 
years in Liberia, West Africa. He 
must hunt game and raise grain to pro- 
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vide the necessities of his School and 
Mission. Native negroes, won to Christ, 
are taught to till the soil and preach the 
Gospel. This faithful Missionary, being 
a medical doctor, relieves pain while 
witnessing for His Lord. He writes: “I 
am happy and well. The harvest is 
white as never before. The work moves 
on. Men are turning to God. There 
is rejoicing on our Mission farm.” 


Rev. M. L. Ryan writes encouraging- 
ly from his vantage point at Holy Land 
Missionary Headquarters on _ historic 
Mount Lebanon. This ministry is like 
a beacon light sending beams of glory 
into dark corners and crevices. “The 
entrance of thy words giveth light.” A 
new Gospel magazine is being launched 
on this field called “The Arcbic De- 
fender”—as a companion to “The Span- 
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ish Defender,” published in Puerto Rico. 
Mr. Ryan’s letters request special prayer 
on the part of spiritually-minded Chris- 
tians residing in the United States. 


Rev. Arthur W. Pain and his native 
helpers are busy night and day, for the 
salvation of precious souls in Cuba. 
The story of the Cross is being 
preached, published, and heralded over 
the radio. “God is answering prayer in 
most wonderful ways,” says this tire- 
less worker. Gospel seed planted to- 
day, brings forth a harvest tomorrow, 
next week, next month, next year. To 
illustrate: Several months ago, a native 
Preacher walked six miles to distribute 
tracts in a village where “nothing had 
been done for the people.” Today the 
community has a permanent Church 
and worship center. 


Dr. J. F. Rodriguez, Superintendent of 
Defenders Missionary work in the West 
Indies, is a happy man. A dream nur- 
tured in his heart for many years, has 
this fall become a reality . . . in the 
opeping of the Defenders Theological. 
Seminary, where young men are to be 
trained for the ministry. Regular classes 
are now’ being held. The new Seminary 
is a fact. Details regarding the opening 
of the institution appear in the October 
issue of the “Defender Missionary Mes- 
senger.” There are 75 indigenous De- 
fender Churches on the Island of Puerto 
Rico at the present time. 


Rev. Jose A. Hernandez ministers to 
congregations of ever-increasing size, 
among Spanish-speaking people in the 
eastern, part of the United States. Tens 
of thousands of Puerto Ricans migrating 
to the United States, get no further than 
the Atlantic seaboard. They bring 
with them the native language and cus- 
toms. This is proving a fruitful field in 
the harvesting of souls for our blessed 
Lord and Master. 


* * * 


Satan is always on the alert to hinder 
Christ’s program in the world. No soon- 
er did our Lord announce, “My Father 
worketh hitherto, and I work,” then 
(quoting the next verse), “Therefore the 
Jews sought the more to kill him.” 


All Missionary service has the same 
common foe—Satan, who constantly 
sets up one kind of opposition or an- 
other. Prayer is therefore a vital in- 
gredient for every kind of Christian 
service. Defender Readers everywhere, 
are earnestly requested to hold the fore- - 
going branches of Missionary service 
before the throne of Grace regularly. 
consistently, persistently. 
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HISTORY OF THE CHRISTIAN 
CHURCH. By Professor D. H. Krom- 
minga. Eerdmans Publishing Com- 
pany. Pages 304. Price $2.50. 











HE Author of this volume is not only 

a writer of exceptional ability ... 
but also Professor of Church History at 
Calvin Theological Seminary, Grand 
Rapids. He says: 


“Rs the years lengthen and history 
progresses, we see past events in new 
perspectives. The events and their suc- 
cession remain the same, but the new 
perspectives disclose new meanings. 
This process has affected me, and I have 
allowed it to color my review of. the 
events, I trust, without distortion.” 


No more fascinating story can be 
written than the Story of the Church. 
This book reads like a serial in three 
parts: (1) The Ancient Church, (2) The 
Church in the Middle Ages, and (3) Mod- 
ern Church History. Each of these di- 
visions is discussed in clear, consecu- 
tive and logical order. 


“History of the Christian Church” is a 
masterly textbook adapted for both 
youth of High School age, and the older 
generation. Because “history repeats it- 
self,” Christians cannot afford to be 
ignorant of the past. One’s faith is 
strengthened, looking back upon fiery 
persecutions successfully endured. 


Professor Kromminga parades a 
galaxy of noble personages before us, 
because great historical events are 
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woven around great personalities. Move- 
ments of far-reaching proportions, like 
the rise and fall of the tide, are unfolded. 
As one reads this book, he feels a sense 
of close kinship with the outstanding 
Christians of the past. 


Suggestion: This is the kind of a 
treatise any Pastor would appreciate as 
a Christmas gift from a parishioner. 





THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. 
By Dr. Abraham Kuyper. Eerdmans 
Publishing Company. Pages 664. 
Price $3.50. 











IEW doctrinal treatises have been 
written on the history of the Church, 
comparable with Dr. Kuyper’s work on 
the Holy Spirit. Not many men possess 
the qualifications or are willing to de- 
vote the time and energy required for 
turning out such a stupendous produc- 
tion. The skill of trained scientists, the 
accuracy of a mathematician, the 
genius of an inventor, the consecration 
of a true child of God—were wrought 
into the creation of this tome. 


Dr. B. B. Warfield of Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary, says: “It is not small 
gain to be able to survey the whole field 
of the work of the Holy Spirit in its or- 
ganic unity under the guidance of so 
fertile, so systematic, and so practical a 
mind. It brings together the material be- 
longing to this great topic.with a sys- 
tematizing genius that is very rare, and 
presents it with a penetrating apprecia- 
tion of its meaning and a richness of 





apprehension of its relations, that is ex- 
ceedingly illuminating. It is the product 
of a religious heart, and it leads the 
reader to a religious contemplation of 
the great facts of the Spirit's working.” 


Dr. Kuyper was a Dutch statesman, 
theologian and Professor of Systematic 
Theology in the University of Amster- 
dam. He completed his monumental 
treatise in 1888. An American edition 
appeared on the market during the 
year 1900 in three volumes. Now, the 
Eerdmans Publishing Company has 
succeeded in reducing it to one book of 
664 pages. This must be regarded as a 
service of far-reaching importance to 
the Christian public. 





MUSIC IN WORSHIP. By Professor 
Joseph N. Ashton. The Pilgrim Press. 
Pages 262. Price $2.00. 











thoes remarkably well written book 

presents a comprehensive, funda- 
mental consideration of the use of music 
in the Church service. It shows how to 
make music an integral, vital part of 
public worship—not drudgery and a 
phase of the meeting to be passed over 
in the shortest possible time. Part One 
deals with the principles of Church 
music. Part Two deals with the applica- 
tion of those principles. 


When Professor Ashton prepared this 
volume, he had in mind being of special 
service to Ministers, Organists, Pian- 
ists, Choir Directors, Church Musicians, 
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Music Committees and Seminary Stu- 
dents. He says: 


“It is not by mere accident that music 
has always been used in religious wor- 
ship, for religion and music arise from 
the same general part of our being. Re- 
ligion is the most intimate of all human 
experiences, and music the most inti- 
mate of the arts. It has the property of 
stimulating the emotions and strength- 
ening consciousness, yet at the same 
time regulating them through the sense 
of balance and proportion inherent in 
the art of music itself. Music is thus the 
ideal art for religious worship.” 





MAPS OF BIBLE LANDS. The 
George F. Cram Company. Pages 19. 
Price 50 cents. 











M?"s. maps, maps—all kinds, sizes, 

and shapes of maps... that relate 
to Bible Lands. They come complete in 
a big, beautiful book, the page size of 
which is 82 by 11 inches. Most of them 
are printed in four colors. 


The birthplace of civilization is lo- 
cated. The progress of man is traced 
down to modern times. Large maps of 
Jerusalem, Palestine and the Roman 
Empire are reproduced. The Life and 
Journeys of Christ are brilliantly por- 
trayed in a special set of eight maps. 
A two-page relief map of the entire 
Holy Land is presented. There are many 
other valuable features including an 


Index, which makes every division in- 
stantly accessible. 


In appearance and contents, this book 
compares favorably with the best 
atlases manufactured. Students of God’s 
Word will find it a valuable aid to Bible 
study. Thousands of Pastors, Sunday 
School Instructors, Bible Teachers and 
other Christian Workers are using it 
with excellent results. 





TWO CHRISTMAS PROGRAMS. 
Concordia Publishing House. Prices 
8 cents each. postpaid ... or 60 cents 
per dozen. 


liturgical service, the Gloria Patri, the 
Pastor’s message and finally the Offer- 
tory. Then the children take over, with 
songs and recitations. The theme, 
exemplified in the Scripture quotation, 
“Peace of God which passeth all under- 
standing,” is carried out in each num- 
ber, and intensified by 54 short state- 
ments to be read by the participants. 


These two programs, so different from 
ordinary Christmas services, will be wel- 
comed by Church leaders who have grown 
weary of repetition. They were prepared for, 
and adapted to, the Christmas season of 
1945. 














“THE LIGHT OF THE GENTILES.” By 
A. C. Mueller. A beautiful program of 
16 pages, usable by both small and 
large congregations. Forty-three ques- 
tions and answers, easily memorized, 
bring the Christmas message clearly 
and concisely to both children and 
adults. Well known and beloved carols 
provide the musical content. The theme, 
“The Light of the Gentiles,” has been 
chosen as a contribution to the thought 
of an enlarged Missionary vision. The 
service, as planned in these pages, is 
sacred without those elements which 
often make a Christmas program senti- 
mental rather than worshipful. 


* 


“ON EARTH PEACE.” By H. W. 
Gockel & E. J. Saleska. This inspiring 
and deeply spiritual service, embodied 
in an artistic booklet of 20 pages, be- 
gins with the processional, Adeste 
Fidelis . . . followed by chants from the 


MY SERMON NOTES ON THE 
LORD’S SUPPER. By Dr. W. P. Van 
Wyk. Baker’s Book Store. Pages 117. 
Price $1.25. 











HIS volume, comprising an interest- 
ing assortment of sermons and out- 
lines adapted for use at Communion 
services, will be a valuable addition to 


the library of the busy Pastor. The mes-. 


sages include 10 numbers for preparatory 
Communion services, 21 Communion ser- 
mons, and 4 post-Communion discussions. 
Each of the 35 messages is woven around 
a text of Scripture and adapted for help- 
ing prepare the individual to be a par- 
taker at the Lord’s Table. 


Dr. Van Wyk, a Pastor in the Christian 
Reformed denomination, recently an- 
swered the summons of his Lord to leave 
this life. He was a Preacher of rare 
ability and insight into the Scriptures. 
His sermons were Biblical, exegetical, 





A Book That Is Positively Different 
— One of Inspiration and Opportunity 


A vite to Share 


By VERNON M. SPIVEY 


One commentator has said: 
It is a library. 
biography, offers a system of practical philosophy, 
gives hints on business success, presents methods of 
spiritual attainment, unfolds Scriptural truth—and sub- 
mits a BUSINESS PROPOSITION of tremendous fi- 
nancial possibilities. 
100,000 words, 305 large pages, printed on high grade 
enamel paper, bright red binding, stamped in gold let- 
ters, with several full-page photographs.” 


book. 


$2.00 





Order from 


UNIVERSAL EDUCATOR, BOX 765, CHICAGO 90, ILLINOIS 


This is definitely a book of inspiration and oppor- 
tunity, and may mark the turning point in your life. 
Very appropriate also as a Christmas present to young 
or old. Readers are praising it. THE PRICE IS ONLY 


“This is more than a 
It contains the author’s auto- 


“A Life To Share” embraces over 








Beautiful Worship 
Program Folders 


for Seasonal and General Use. 
For the Enrichment of Your 
CHURCH SERVICE. 


Request For Free Samples Honored. 


GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM CO. 
150 Nassau Street 
New York 7, N. Y. 














The Sword and Shield 


A well-edited Fundamental 
Magazine of the type Chris- 
tians need today. 


Only 50c 
per year, or 27 months $1.00. 
Sample copy 10 cents. Ad- 
dress: Dr. Wallace Bradley, 
Editor . .. 7126 S. E. Harold 
Street ... Portland 6, Oregon. 























doctrinal and practical. They were vi- 
brant with tenderness, sympathy and 
love. These published addresses consti- 
tute a rich legacy for those who will 
master and assimilate their contents. 





BY THE RIVERS OF BABYLON. By 
Dr. Kaj Munk. Lutheran Publishing 
House. Pages 148. Price $1.00. 











7 polemical message of Dr. Kaj 

Munk is still being heard through the 
printed page, despite the fact that his 
voice was silenced by Nazi bullets. 
This Danish Gospel Preacher loved God 
more than he feared wicked political 
authority. These sermons were preached 
during the summer of 1941 . . . and 
earned for the good man a martyr’s 
crown. 


Frail of body, strong of spirit, power- 
ful of intellect—nothing could silence 
Kaj Munk, not even the dreaded Ges- 
tapo. His lifeless body found in a ditch 
at the side of a road in Denmark be- 
came mute testimony of God’s well de- 
served wrath, kindled against such 
totalitarian beasts as Hitler, Mussolini 
and Stalin. When the authorities for- 
bade any kind of public demonstration 
following his assassination, Danes quiet- 
ly bowed their heads for one minute of 
silent prayer. This proved a more potent 
gesture than much flag-waving and 
many speeches. 


Munk was a mighty Preacher. He 
spoke with the voice of thunder. This 
series of sermons will be studied and 
cherished by all Christian believers who 
appreciate depth of spirituality, sincer- 
ity of purpose, knowledge of Scripture, 
and true heroism in the pulpit. 





WHEN CHRIST TAKES OVER. By 
Dr. Simon Blocker. Eerdmans Pub- 
lishing Company. Pages 105. Price 
$1.25. 











EFORE us, we have a series of new 

devotional messages from the pen 
of the Professor of Practical Theology 
at Western Theological Seminary ... 
Holland, Michigan. 


Dr. Blocker, a Minister of many years 
experience, says in substance, to the 
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reader: “Come along up here and let 
me show you what I see.” He beckons 
the wayfaring man to climb the rugged 
path of spiritual attainment, and ascend 
to the final summit where the promised 
land of the believer comes into clear 
view. 


The seven chapter titles suggest some- 
thing of their valuable contests: “How 
Christ Matters Supremely,” “How Christ 
Has What It Takes,” “Christ and a Bad 
Conscience,” “Christ and a Darkened 
Mind,” “Christ and the Lonely Heart,” 
“Christ and the Wayward Will” and 
“Christ When You Face Death.” 


One major theme runs like a silver 
thread, through the book as a whole— 
THE REALITY OF CHRIST’S PRESENCE 
IN A HUMAN LIFE GIVEN OVER TO 
HIM. 


On the dark side of the picture, Dr. 
Blocker says: “The cohorts of death are 
ever on man’s trail. Man dies physically 
because he is dead spiritually. The vote 
to stand alone did something to the 
soul of man. His choice to take things in 
his own hands wrenched him free from 
the might of God’s holding hand. It 
brought blindness and paralysis into 
those faculties of soul by which man 
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gees and continues sure of God. A career 
of trespasses and sin is not life.” 


On the bright side, we read: “All the 
power and dominion man craves and 
futilely seeks in ways abortive, will 
some day be his in inconceivable splen- 
dor and immeasurable fullness, if only 
he will live by what God says, give 
Christ the preeminence and make it his 
object to get Christ His crown in every 
region where moral freedom gives man 
power, to say yes or no, to Him.” 





THE SALT BABY. By Julia Lake 
Kellersberger. Fleming H. Revell 
Company. Pages 93. Price $1.00. 














wat a strange title for a book... 
but, fortunately there was method 
in the author’s madness—to resort to the 
use of an old proverb! 


There are seventeen Missionary 
stories in this delightful volume, and 
“The Salt Baby” happens to be one of 
them. Mrs. Kellersberger has been cor- 
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rectly called “a born story-teller.” Being 
the wife of a Presbyterian Missionary 
who gave twenty-four years to Africa, 
she has had first-hand contact with 
foreign mission fields. 


Children will find these narratives 
thrilling . . . and adults will discover 
them to be highly informative and edu- 
cational. There are many uses for such 
a book. Pastors, Sunday School Teach- 
ers, Youth Leaders, Directors of Mission- 
ary Prayer Bands ... and others, are 
sure to appreciate the wealth of readily 
accessible material herein presented. 








Books of this kind made available to 
youngsters, help mould character along 
righteous lines. Young minds, filied with 
such thoughts, are less likely to sink 
into pitfalls of temptation than others 
denied such advantages. 








THE SHANGHAI MYSTERY. By 
Rev. John Bechtel. Eerdmans Pub- 
lishing Company. Pages 88. Price 60 
cents. 








R. BECHTEL spent a number of years 

in China, doing Missionary work, 
learning to love its people, gaining 
much knowledge of evil practices car- 
ried on by certain classes. One of these 
weird disclosures forms the plot of “The 
Shanghai Mystery.” 


The story is most unusual, and while 
written primarily for youth, holds a 
powerful appeal to older folk. Com- 
prised of both fact and fiction, the tale 
unfolds the adventures of a Missionary 
family—father, mother and daughter, re- 
turning to China after a_ furlough. 
Doreen, the daughter, meets a young 
Chinese girl on board ship, and they 





become friends. Motivated by a spirit 
of true evangelism, Doreen soon wins 
Lily to Christ. At Honolulu they meet a 
half-caste Chinese-Hawaiian girl, Doro- 
thy Kung-shan, and the mystery starts 
when all become conscious of an old 
hag of a woman following them. 


The matter has to do with the practice 
of selling Chinese babies to the highest 
bidder, and buying young girls for slave 
labor in Japanese-owned factories. The 
city of Shanghai is the seat of the plot. 
The consecrated efforts of Doreen and 
Lily in presenting Christ to girls on 
shipboard, brings about the solution of 
the mystery and breaks up a powerful 
slave syndicate. 





SOME DAY. By Mabel Freese Den- 
nett. The Kaleidograph Press. Pages 
71. Price $2.00. 
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MES: DENNETT, a charming Christian 

lady residing in Washington, D. C.., 
writes in fascinating style of sweet, 
homely subjects near and dear to the 
heart of everyone .. . of love, friendship, 
patriotism, home, mother, childhood, be- 
loved people, noted landmarks and fa- 
miliar places. 


One critic says: “SOME DAY, is a 
book of warm human thought and senti- 
ment, and high ideals, couched in lines 
simple and always musical.” 


This artistically printed, cloth bound 
volume, containing a collection of sixty 
poems, is divided into three parts: Poems 
of Childhood, Poems of People and 
Places, and Poems of Sentiment. Many 
dainty numbers decorate the First Sec- 
tion, notably the one called “A Valen- 
tine,” which Mrs. Dennett dedicates to 
her son, Prescott: 


I'll take some dainty fleecy clouds, 
And a bright star or two, 

To edge the graceful border 

Ot a lacy heart for you. 


There I will mix bright colors 
Of sunset’s rosy hue, 

And bind a kiss inside it 
With a jolly bow of blue. 


And what shall I write in it? 
Some message, short and true: 
Forever and forever, 

My dearest, I love you. 


The Second Section presents poetic 
sketches of famous places and noted 
personalities. Among the poems of the 
Third Section are such gems as “Old 
Homestead.” “Family Reunion,” “Moth- 
er’s Flowers” and “Winter.” 
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ee Lesson No. 1 


December 16, 1945 
A CHRIST FOR THE NATIONS 
Isa. 9:2-7, Luke 1:26-33. 























OLDEN TEXT: “For unto us a 

child is born, unto us a son is 
given; and the government shall 
be upon his shoulder: and his name 
shall be called Wonderful, Counsel- 
lor, The mighty God, The everlast- 
ing Father, The Prince of Peace.” 
Isaiah 9:6. 


1. GETTING RIGHT PERSPECTIVE. 
Jesus Christ deals with men as indi- 
viduals. If society in general, and na- 
tions in particular, feel the influence of 
His presence, it is because individual 
lives are transformed. 


The untenable idea of handing a so- 
called “Kingdom of God” on a silver 
platter to wicked, unregenerate and sin- 
ful men, leads to such excesses as the 
following incident reported in the cur- 
rent issue of Progressive People's Maga- 
zine: “E. Stanley Jones told an atheistic 
Communist: ‘We will give you Com- 
munists the Kingdom of God and you 
folks will give us the Brotherhood of 
Man’.” 


Surely Dr. Jones, a graduate of As- 
bury College, knows better than that! 


Anti-Christ Communism has nothing 
to offer either Christianity, or democratic 





government founded upon Christian 
principles. Why should men, particular- 
ly Churchmen, seek ways for catering 
to a red destructionist program com- 
mitted to the abolishment of human lib- 
erty in America? 


The term "Kingdom of God,” as used 
by Kagawa and his followers, is a mis- 
nomer. What a pity that such men do 
not understand Bible prophecy! They 
need to know that their Socialistic ide- 
ologies are destined to fail... as all 
economic and political systems must 
ultimately fail. The demise of human 
government will be followed by the in- 
auguration of Christ's Millennial King- 
dom at the time of His return. 


There will be no “mass regeneration” 
of society during this dispensation. But 
individuals may embrace Jesus Christ 
as personal Saviour and, become sensi- 
tized to the presence and power of the 
Holy Spirit. 


2. THE LIGHT PROMISED. Our Les- 
son begins with Isaiah 9:2, “The people 
that walked in darkness have seen a 
great light.” This statement is prophetic. 
It was given through the prophet to 
create an expectancy for the appear- 
ance of the One, known to us, as the 
“Light of the world.” Indeed, wo live in 
a dark world—moral darkness, spiritual 
darkness. 


Hundreds of years elapsed between 
the Fall of Man and the time when men 
first dared to speak to God. Genesis 
4:26, “And to Seth, to him also there 
was born a son: and he called his name 


Enos: then began men to call upon the 
name of the Lord.” 


Four centuries more went by, before 
even one man presumed to walk with 
God. Genesis 5:24, “And Enoch walked 
with God: and he was not: for God took 
him.” 


Then, over two thousand years passed 
before the light of Sinai broke upon a 
world wrapped in darkness. The Law 
became a “schoolmaster” and helped 
prepare the way for the coming of the 
Light. Finally, God placed Himself on 
exhibition in a human body, completely 
illuminated with supernatural glow. 


3. THE LIGHT PRESENT. The core of 
Christianity is the incarnation of the 
eternal Son. Isaiah’s prophecy antici- 
pated this, the supreme revelation of 
God to humanity. “Unto us a child is 
born, unto us a son is given.” 


“In him dwelleth all the fullness of 
the Godhead bodily.” A drop of sea- 
water has all the chemical constituents 
of an ocean: but it is limited as to volume 
and possibilities arising therefrom. The 
eternal Son incarnate was and is very 
God, complete and perfect in essence, 
qualities, attributes, love, will and pur- 
pose; but He assumed limitations for the 
accomplishment of man’s restoration. He 
was the fulfillment of Old Testament 
prophecy. He proclaimed His oneness 
with the Father and pre-existence, say- 
ing: “Before the world was, I am.” 


Jesus Christ had by inheritance, the 
capacity to manifest all the qualities 
and attributes of deity. He had through 
His human inheritance, all the attributes 
and qualities peculiar to human ances- 
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tors. As the united expression of both, 
He was able to do the works of God and 
Man. 








What did human beings do with the 
Light of the World when it finally be- 
came manifest? They extinguished it! 
The serpent-spirit of Eden, worked 
through a certain group whom our Lord 
called “generation of vipers,” falsely ac- 
cused Him of sedition and put out the 
light of revelation. “And this is the con- 
demnation, that light is come into the 
world, and men loved darkness rather 
than light, because their deeds were 
evil.” 


4. THE LIGHT COMING. Isaiah also 
spoke of Christ’s second coming: “The 
government shall be upon his shoulder: 
and his name shall be called . . . The 
Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his 
government and peace there shall be no 
end.” This takes us through the eye of 
prophetic vision, beyond His scheduled 
time to appear among men as the suf- 
fering Servant. far down the centuries 
where the prophet envisions “the Lord 
sitting upon a throne, high and lifted 
up.” 


Gone the turmoil of the ages. . . strife, 
wars, anarchy, atomic bombs, Antichrist 
+ ++ @ new day, a new age. The titles 
listed in Isaiah 9:6 indicate His right to 
rule: 


He is “Wonderful,” omniscient and 
omnipotent. He is the “Counsellor” who 
makes no errors in judgment. As the 
“Mighty God.” He is deity devoted to 
directing affairs on this earth. As the 
“Everlasting Father,” He is identified 
with the Godhead eternal. As the 
“Prince of Peace,” He abolishes all 
forms of hatred from the world. 


Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 

Doth his succesive journeys run; 

His kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 
Till moons shall wax and wane no more. 
Blessings abound where’er He reigns; 
The prisoner leaps to Iose his chains, 
The weary find eternal rest, 

And all the sons of want are blest. 











Lesson No. 2 
December 23, 1945 
GOD’S GIFT TO THE WORLD. 

Luke 2:1-14. 























GOLDEN TEXT: “Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will toward men.” Luke 2:14. 


1. SEEKING GOD. Some one has 
said the essential difference between the 
religion of the Bible and heathen re- 
ligions . . . in the latter men seek after 
God, whereas the former portrays God 
seeking after man. The thread of re- 
demption’s story runs through the in- 
spired Word from Genesis to Revelation. 
The miracle of the Manger shows God 
coming forth, coming down, to win men 
back to their lost estate. 


There is much about the “Gospel in 
the Stars” that Christians need to know. 
Dr. Winrod has devoted a chapter to 
this subject in his new book “Antichrist 
and the Atomic Bomb.” For centuries 
after the tragedy of Eden, there was no 
written revelation. But ancients dis- 
covered the divine plan of the ages writ- 
ten across the heavens. 


God’s message was known to persons 
of the remote past who understood the 
language of the stars. “He telleth the 
number of the stars; he calleth them by 
their names.” The great thinkers who 
first charted the heavens, gave names to 
the stars and constellations. Then they 
drew imaginary heavenly figures around 
ideas which the names conveyed. A 
study of these names and figures un- 
folds the pre-determined program of the 
ages. But God seemed far, far away 
from those engaged in studying star 
language. 


God moved closer after the deluge 
. and spoke to men through angelic 
ministering spirits. Then later, He mani- 
fested Himself at Sinai and inspired the 
writing of the Law. But still, He must 
have seemed far away! HE FINALLY 
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CAME CLOSER THROUGH THE MAN- 
GER ROUTE. 


A chain of prophecies was written, 
by “holy men of old,” telling how the 
great God of the universe would some 
day appear on our little earth, in human 
form. For centuries, men looked for- 
ward to this stupendous event. 


2. SEEING GOD. At Bethlehem, God 
gtooped low and came down to the hu- 
man level, so we could see Him, have 
fellowship with Him, and enjoy Him. 


John speaks of the “Word” becoming 
flesh and dwelling “among us.” And 
a few verses later (John 1:18) explains: 
“No man hath seen God at any time; 
the only begotten Son, which is in the 
bosom of the Father,:he hath declared 
him.” 

Is it not a fact... that none of the real 
values of life are SEEN WITH THE 
NATURAL EYE? The controlling factors 
of human existence are unseen. No 
man hath seen life, energy, love or 
patriotism, at any time. No man hath 


seen electricity at any time. We under-° 


stand how to produce electricity ... but 
the scientist has not been born, who 
understands the stuff, the substance, 
from which electricity is made. 


Materially speaking, we live in a 
realm of outer effects. The physical 
world is transitory. It is controlled and 
regulated from invisible sources. The 
world of reality is the spiritual world. 
“No man hath seen God at any time,” 
but the Son came from the UNSEEN, 
into the material world and “HE HATH 
DECLARED” God to us. 


3. REVEALING GOD. The _ word 
“Word” in John 1:1 is a proper noun and 
refers to the person of Christ. Why is 
He called the Word? 


Because the Apostle was trying to 
explain Christ's deity to Greeks and they 
had no appropriate phraseology. Greek 
is a beautiful language, usable for pre- 
senting delicate shades of.meaning, but 
when John wanted to write about our 
Lord, he found it impoverished. 


Taking an old word, and flooding it 
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' with a new meaning, he wrote: “In the 


beginning was LOGOS and LOGOS 
was with God and LOGOS was God.” 
Prior to the days of the Apostles, the 
Greeks possessed no conception of the 


" one true God, prophecied to appear in 


human form. John was pioneering a 
new area. The Grecian mind was dis- 
covering a new continent of truth. Hav- 
ing never before conceived such an 
idea, they had no language for express- 
ing it. 


The word “Logos” means motive, 
faculty of reasoning, the manifestation 
of a thought, exercise of speech, or 
eloquence. Thus the Greeks learned 
that through the miracle of the Manger, 
mankind was given the motive, thought, 
and language of God. The Logos was 
with God “in the beginning,” before any- 
thing was formed—prior to the creation 
of this planet and all animate and inani- 
mate substances. 


4. FULNESS OF THE TIME. God’s 
clock is never too fast or too slow. His 
purposes cannot be delayed. “When 
the fulness of time was come, God sent 
forth his Son, made of a ‘woman that we 
might receive the adoption of sons.” 


Emperor Augustus Caesar needed 
funds. From his palace, on the Tiber, a 
royal decree went forth that every Ro- 
man subject must register for taxation. 
This took Mary and Joseph from the se- 
clusion of their home in Galilee, to the 
hill country of southern Judah. The 
trip of sixty miles had to be made, even 
though “the days were accomplished 
that she should be delivered.” 


The prophet Micah foresaw exactly 
such a stringency: “But thou Bethlehem 
. .. out of thee shall be come.” There 
was no room in the inn that night. The 
whole population was on the move and 
every hostel was crowded. Joseph and 
Mary arrived too late, but the inn- 
keeper gave them shelter in the only 
available place, a stable.” 


Born in a stable, cradled in a manger, 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, yet never 
was an earthly prince announced more 
gloriously. In the field were shepherds, 
keeping the watch of the night, protect- 
ing flocks from thieves and wild beasts. 
The imagination is intrigued by Luke’s 
description: “And lo, the angel of the 
Lord came upon them, and the glory of 
the Lord shone round about them.” 


One can picture the astonishment and 
terror, the huddling together of the 
shepherds, as they gazed in awe at the 
glorious, dazzling personage. But his 
adn 
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words allayed their fright, for he said: 
“Fear not!” Rather should they rejoice, 
for this was a message of good news. 
The plan of redemption was culminat- 
ing. Great joy was in store for the 
peoples of earth. The Sun of Righteous- 
ness has risen, with healing in His 
wings! 








Lesson No. 3 








December 30, 1945 


TRUE SOURCE OF WORLD 
PEACE. 


Acts 10:34-43. 























OLDEN TEXT: “The same Lord 
is Lord of all.” Romans 10:12. 


1 CORNELIUS INTRODUCED. 
“There was a certain man in Caesarea 
called Cornelius.” He was a devout 
man, feared God, gave alms, prayed to 
God always. Yet in the eyes of the 
Jews, he was a contemptible Gentile. 
Unfortunately for him, he had been born 
wrong! They were forced by law, how- 
ever, to respect his position as a “cen- 
turion.” 


True, he was a soldier in the Roman 
army. By an interesting paradox, Peter 
brought a message of peace to the home 
of this man of war. His yearning for 
more light, caused him to engage in ex- 
tended seasons of prayer and fastings. 
Jewish neighbors looked upon the out- 
ward appearance, but God saw the 
man’s heart. An event of great his- 
torical importance was destined to oc- 
cur beneath his roof. The Church of 
Jesus Christ would pass a: milestone, 
and come to a turning point, there. It 
would throw off the shackles of Judaism. 


Cornelius had a vision. An angel ap- 
peared before him, saying: “Thy pray- 
ers and thine alms are come up for a 
memorial before God.” Instructions were 
given to send messengers to Joppa, the 
home of Simon a tanner, find a man 
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named Peter and have him come at 
once. 


2. PETER ON A HOUSETOP. Mean- 
while, a great burden of prayer had 
come upon the soul of Peter. He was on 
a housetop praying, when the messen- 
gers arrived. The spiritual exertions in 
which he was then engaged, prepared 
him in a peculiar way for the task just 
ahead. He too, had seen a vision. 


Feeling pangs of hunger, “he fell 
into trance.” Heaven opened. A ves- 
sel descended. It reached the earth. 
“Wherein were all manner of fourfooted 
beasts of the earth, and wild beasts, and 
creeping things.” The sight was both 
nauseating and frightening. To Peter’s 
amazement, he heard a voice say: “Rise, 
kill, eat.” 


He had no appetite for such a repast. 
In his mind, he reasoned, “I have never 
eaten any thing common or unclean.” 


What could the vision mean? He 
was puzzled and inwardly disturbed. 
The experience was such as to eventual- 
ly jar his whole being. It would result 
in the annihilation of his proud, 
haughty, “I am better than thou” spirit. 


The nations of the world were in that 
vessel! The beasts, creeping things and 
fowls typified the teeming masses of 
earth. There is nothing good in human 
nature, yet all are precious in the sight 
of God. By His grace, not their virtue. 
He saves all who call upon Him. 
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“While Peter doubted what this vision 
should mean, the men which were sent 
from Cornelius stood before the gate.” 
He left with them for Caesarea, the next 
day. Cornelius waited. When Peter 
arrived he found the house filled with 
friends, neighbors and relatives—all 
Gentiles. 


Conscious of the Jewish claim to su- 
periority, Peter introduced himself to the 
group, saying: “Ye know how it is un- 
lawful for a man that is a Jew to keep 
company, or come unto one of another 
nation: but God hath shewed me that I 
should not call any man common or un- 
clean.” 


God does not esteem a man because 
of his racial background. This was the 
crux of Peter’s sermon in the house of 
Cornelius. “GOD IS NO RESPECTER 
OF PERSONS.” said he. In other words, 
no matter a man’s nationality, he must 
recognize himself a sinner, in need of a 
Saviour, accept the fact of Christ's deity, 
and repent of sins ... in order to be 
saved. And that applies to Gentile and 
Jew alike. There is no such thing as 
racial salvation . .. or racial preferment, 
in the sight of God. 


Peter’s sermon put an end to that 
falacy during the year A. D. 41—in the 
form of an official pronouncement, dic- 
tated by the Holy Spirit, to the Church of 
Jesus Christ. This declaration was {fol- 
lowed by an analysis of the funda- 
mentals of the Christian Faith, in which 
the spokesman explained the ministry 
of John the Baptist and expounded the 
Atonement and Resurrection of Christ, 
declaring that “whosoever believeth in 
him shall receive remission of sins.” 


Acceptance of these things produces - 


peace with God. Only when men are at 
peace with their Maker, can they be ex- 
pected to live at peace between them- 
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oom Lesson No. 4 

i January 6, 1946 

A PEOPLE OPPRESSED 
Exodus 1:8-14, 2:23-25. 


























(OLDEN TEXT: “And he said, 
“Certainly I will be with thee.” 
Exodus 3:12. 


1. GOD’S REPRESENTATIVES. At no 
time, since Eden, has God been without 
official representation among the chil- 
dren of men. The Sethites' were His 
chosen people in antediluvian times. 
Then Noah’s son Shem, was especially 
blessed. Abraham, was a descendant 
of Shem, was promised posterity as num- 
berless as “the sand which is upon the 
sea shore” and “the stars of the 
heaven.” The Semitic peoples of the 
world became as the sands of the sea 
.. . and Christians are spiritual de- 
scendants of Abraham as the stars of 
heaven. 


Jacob came from the Abrahamic line. 
Late in life his name was changed to 
Israel. His descendants were identified 
as children of Israel. They became a 
peculiar people, possessing characteris- 
tics and.religious knowledge that made 
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them unlike other nations. They were 
chosen of God for a special service— 
namely, to preserve the light of divine 
revelation during a period when pagan 
idolatry filled the earth. 


As Abraham was CALLED OUT of Ur 
of the Chaldees, so Jacob’s descendants 
were CALLED OUT of the other nations. 
Circumcision became the determining 
factor. In like manner, the saints collec- 
tively, comprising the Church of Jesus 
Christ, are the chosen people of today. 
Christians are the CALLED OUT. ones. 
Circumcision of the heart is the determin- 
ing factor. Christ’s loyal followers— 
born again, spiritually-minded believers 
comprise the true Israel of God. “For we 
are the circumcision, which worship God 
in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, 
and have no confidence in the flesh.” 
Philippians 3:3. 


2. GOD'S REPRESENTATIVES 
TEMPTED. The Lesson for this week 
finds the children of Israel enduring per- 
secution in Egypt . . . even as Chris- 
tians, during this age, endure persecu- 
tion in the world. 


For many years, Jacob and his family 
lived prosperous, happy lives as guests 
of the Pharaohs of Egypt. ‘One of their 
group even became Prime Minister. 
But, by the end of the third century of 
the sojourn, they had absorbed much of 
the sin, superstition and idolatry of their 
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environment. No longer did they live 
SEPARATED lives. They were well on 
the way to permanent absorption. A 
similar condition exists in the Church 
today. Whole denominations have been 
absorbed by the world. Many congre- 
gations are following this line of least 
resistance. It is becoming increasing- 
ly difficult to tell where the Church 
leaves off and the world begins. 


But God had other plans for Jacob’s 
descendants ... and He has other plans 
for the Church at the present time. The 
Israelites were in grave danger. There 
was a change of dynasty. A new ruler 
took the throne of Egypt “who knew not 
Joseph.” While the great body of 
Israelites apostatized, a remnant re- 
mained loyal and preserved the tradi- 
tions of the nation. In like manner, 
there is a loyal remnant in the Church 
—those who remain true to the Faith, re- 
fusing to bow the knee to idols. 


3. GOD’S REPRESENTATIVES SUF- 
FER. An old adage says: “This world 
is no friend to grace.” Satan is the god 
of this world. God’s chosen represen- 
tatives live in an unfriendly environ- 
ment. The Israelites toiled as slaves 
at the hands of merciless taskmasters— 
building cities, erecting storehouses, 
making brick, putting up pyramids. The 
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Church is today feeling the lash of per- 
secution as never before. Millions have 
been put to death in Soviet-ruled areas 
for no crime except allegiance to the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Christians become 
enemies of the state where Russia gains 
control. 


On November 24, 1945, Dr. M. R. 
Zigler of Elgin, Illinois, head of the 
Church of the Brethren’s Service Com- 
mittee, issued a statement describing al- 
most unbelievable conditions existing 
among the Christians of Germany, Bel- 
gium and the Netherlands. Having just 
returned from Europe, he speaks as an 
eye-witness. 


“Which one of three, of four children, 
to save is the heart-rending decision 
many European mothers face today.” 
Dr. Zigler said, as-he told the story of 
exposure, starvation, and _ disease 
“which hardly can be imagined here by 
us.” He said that in one city, out of 108 
babies born in July, 98 were dead in 
August. Dr. Zigler himself lost 14 
pounds in weight during his few weeks 
in the Low Countries. 


Persecution failed to destroy the chil- 
dren of Israel in Egypt... and perse- 
cution has always failed, in the long 
run, when directed against the follow- 
ers of Christ. We read in Exodus 1:12, 
“The more. they afflicted them, the more 
they multiplied and grew.” So, also, 
history shows the great periods of the 
Church have been characterized by se- 
vere pressure. The blood of martyrs 
is the seed of the Church. 


4. GOD CARES FOR HIS REPRE- 
SENTATIVES. Paul says the things 








that happened to racial Israel are types 
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of events in the development of Church 
Israel. “And they are written for our 
admonition.” 


Egypt represents the world. Pharaoh 
typifies Satan. Taskmasters refer to sin 
and suffering. The longer God's people 
stay in Egypt, the greater the bondage. 
Many people are slaves to evil habits, 
wicked passions and fleshly standards. 
But a mighty Deliverer stands ready to 
bring relief. Jesus Christ not only de- 
livers those who put their trust in Him, 
from sin ... but He also guides them 
through the wilderness of this life. Their 
ultimate arrival in the Promised Land of 
Heaven is assured. 

Lord, I would clasp Thy hand in mine, 
Nor ever murmur nor repine; 


Content, whatever lot I see, 
Since ’tis my God that leadeth me. 


Hs Lesson No. 5 





January 13, 1946 
A PEOPLE DELIVERED. 
Exodus 6:6-8, 13:17-22. 























OLDEN TEXT: “I will trust, and 

will not be afraid: for the Lord, 

even the Lord, is my strength.” 
Isaiah 12:2. 


1. GOD PREPARES A DELIVERER. 
“God works in mysterious ways, His 
wonders to perform.” He cares for His 
children. He remembers His promises. 
He often causes the wrath of men to 
praise Him. 


A decree was issued for male chil- 
dren to be drowned at birth. Soon 
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thereafter, a child was born into the 
household of Amram and Jochebed. It 
was hidden three months. The mother 
made “for him an ark of bulrushes”— 
a cradlelike vessel of papyrus, plastered 
with slime from Nile river mud, covered 
with mineral tar. The chest was not 
committed to the bosom of the water, 
but laid on the bank where it would 
naturally appear to have been drifted 
by the current. The spot is traditionally 
said to be the Isle of Rodah, near Old 
Cairo. 


The narrative is picturesque. No tale 
of romance ever described a plot more 
skilfully laid. The ark of slime and 
pitch, the choice of time and place, the 
appeal to the sensibilities of Pharaoh's 
daughter, the stationing of the sister to 
watch, her timely suggestion, the en- 
gagement of the child’s mother to act as 
nurse—all bespeak the operation of an 
overruling Providence. 


At the age of forty, Moses made a 
deliberate choice. “By faith Moses, when 
he was come to years, refused to be 
called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter.” 
He did not act upon an impulse, but 
rather weighed his convictions on one 
side of the balances ... and the idolatry 
of Egypt on the other. Principle 
triumphed. “Esteeming the reproach of 
Christ greater riches than the treasures 
of Egypt, for he had respect unto the re- 
compense of reward.” 


2. GOD SENDS A DELIVERER. De- 
spite good intentions, Moses permitted 
violent rage to transcend good judg- 
ment... and in a fit of anger, com- 
mitted a murder. On the following day, 
he came upon two men engaged in 
heated argument. His benevolent media- 
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tion was resented. The taunting remark 
of one of the men, showed that the crime 
of the previous day was generally 
known. Moses fled into the Midian 
desert. 


It was by the staff and not the sword 
—by the meekness and not the wrath of 
Moses, that the work of deliverance was 
to be accomplished. The land of Midian 
was situated on the eastern shore of the 
gulf of the Red Sea, occupied by the 
posterity of Midian, son of Cush. Moses 
spent the second forty years of his life 
with Ethiopians. He became a 
shepherd. “He led the flock to the back 
side of the desert.” There God spoke 
to him from the burning bush. This was 
the occasion when Moses received his 
marching orders. “The angel of the 
Lord appeared unto him in a flame of 
fire.” The leader was ready. The time 
for action had arrived. 


8 GOD DIRECTS THE DELIVER- 
ANCE. Moses stood at the head of a 
nation fitted to render unique service to 
God and man. It was their responsi- 
bility to champion truth against a world- 
wide empire of idolatry, vice and 
iniquity. Through them the torch of 
divine light was kept burning, the con- 
science of the race active. The Church 
is entrusted with the same responsibility 
today. 


Last minute preparations were made 
for the exodus. A large nation was soon 
to be on the march. The people had im- 
plicit confidence in Moses. The Pass- 
over—a solemn religious ceremony, 
which pointed to the coming of Christ 
and establishment of the Church, was 
to be inaugurated. 


The lambs used were “without blem- 
ish.” They pointed, in typology, to the 
coming of God’s Lamb, who according 
to Hebrews 7:26 and I Peter 1:19, was 
without blemish, or stain of sin. “And 
they shall take of the blood, and strike 
ii on the two side posts and on the upper 
door post of the houses.” 


When the blood dripped downward, it 
assumed the form of a Cross—two side 
posts (like the two arms of a Cross)... 
upper door post (resembling the top of 
a Cross). The blood was sprinkled above 
the door where it might be LOOKED TO, 
not on the threshold where it might 
be trodden under foot. 


“And the Lord went before them by 
day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them 
the way: and by night in a pillar of fire, 
to give them light: to go by day and 
night.” David also sang of this act of 
Providential care and _ supernatural 





leadership: “In the daytime also he led 
them with a cloud, and all the night 
with a light of fire.” 


As the Passover service typifies 
Calvary ... the cloud and fire typify 
the relation of the Holy Spirit to the be- 
liever. Our Lord introduced the Third 
Person of the Trinity as leader and 
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guide. “He will GUIDE you,” said the 
Christ. Under God’s canopy, His child 
is at all times blessed and protected. 
Peace, poise and contentment, accom- 
pany the inward assurance that one is 
in the center of God’s directive will. 








A Time Of Cheer 
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T least once a year, men 

will smile and show an 
attitude of kindness. In 
these days, practically 
everyone is making plans 
to bring joy to someone 
else. Men go to _ great 
lengths to add to the wide- 
spread good will of the 
Christmas season. 


Why this strange interlude in a world 
filled with hate and cruelty, with sor- 
row, loneliness and heartache? Why this 
peculiar change in behavior? 


Because nineteen hundred years ago 
in Bethlehem of Judea a Child was born, 
cradled in a manger bed, and in con- 
sequence of that lowly birth the whole 
Christian world desires to wear a smile 
and engage in deeds of love and mercy. 


The birth of that Child had been pre- 
dicted by prophets for centuries and 
when He came, the world was made to 
see that God is love. And strange as it 
sometimes seems, each year when 
Christendom magnifies Christ’s birth and 
thanks God for His love, many outside 
the Church dispel their selfishness and 
neglect, and try to take part in the re- 
joicing of those who believe that in the 
Christ Child is our greatest joy and hope 
and peace. 


The Christmas fact being the main 
thing in the celebration of the Saviour’s 
birth, we must give due evidence of our 
faith in the Christ Child. We musi bring 
to a suffering and bleeding and sor- 
rowing world all the comfort of the 
sweetest story ever told. In these days 








when the message of Feace 
on Earth is dimmed because 
many nations have no 
peace within their borders, 
the Church must show forth 
the praises and love of Him 
Who brings peace to the 
hearts of all who prepare 
Him room. , 


If it is true that, as a result of the con- 
flict raging over the world, many men 
who formerly ignored and neglected the 
Church, now in the face of grim prob- 
lems they cannot solve, are ready to 
listen to the message of the Church of 
the living God; if it is true that more 
Christians pray diligently than ever be- 
fore, then this Christmas will find in- 
creasing numbers kneeling at the man- 
ger bed bowing the knee in penitence 
and faith, offering their hearts and lives 
to Him who came to bring us peace with 
God. 


The things we plan for our Churches, 
for our homes, and the joy we intend to 
manifest, must all be inspired by our 
faith in a good and gracious God who 
sent His Son as a gift of love to a lost 
world.. To that end may the Festival of 
the Nativity bring all Christians a rich 
measure of grace and knowledge so we 
may be confirmed in our faith with re- 
joicing. 


Let us prayerfully bow before our 
Saviour. Let us bring Him the confession 
of our faith, the gifts of our hands and 
the devotion of our hearts, so that our 
days may be lived in Him and He may 
govern us with His love. 
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